
ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH — NOVEMBER 30, 2025 



Welcome to St. Mary Help of Christians Parish 

Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary Help of Christians your 
parish, we encourage you to register as a member.  You may œll out and submit the form online, or print 
the form from the website and return it to the parish ofœce. 

Contact Us 

St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 

Parish OȺce:  
203 Park Avenue SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

803.649.4777   
parishofœcestmaryaiken@charlestondiocese.org 

Website: www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Locations 

St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 

 

8:30am – 12noon & 1:00pm – 4:30pm 

Closed for lunch from 12noon – 1:00pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

(By appointment only after 1:30pm on Wednesdays)   
 

Holy Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am  
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 

 

Confessions 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Wed. 6:15 - 6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 

 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 

 

Sunday Homilies Online 

Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on St. Mary’s website at www.stmarys-

aiken.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the home page 
and click on “Listen to Homilies”. 

 

Nursery - Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday 
Masses in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 
months to less than 5 years.   
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The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 

Bishop of Charleston 

 

Parish Clergy  

 

Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 
Rev. Michael Ghattas, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon       Dcn. Al Matousek          
Dcn. Robert Pierce                           Dcn. Stephen Platte 

 

Staff 

 

Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 

  803.649.4777 ext. 112 

  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
   to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 

   kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet,  Principal, St. Mary’s School     
  803.649.2071  coverstreet@stmaryschoolaiken.com 

 

Mr. Richard Yarshen, Finance Manager 
   803.649.4777 ext. 104 

   ryarshen@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
   803.649.4777 ext. 113 

   fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Adriana Galvan, Hispanic Secretary 

   803.649.4777 ext. 100   
   agalvan@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. Derrick Huestis 

   Director of  Religious Education  
   803.649.4777 ext. 103  
   dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Hannah Dickason,  Director of Youth Ministry 

   615.638.7137 (c)    
   hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
   706.550.5047 (c) 
   fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Colleen Snyder, Sacristan 

   518.524.4464 

   csnyder@charlestondiocese.org   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or œnancial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                          
Closed On Fridays 



Totals as of Sunday, November 16, 2025 Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

AA Open Meeting 

AA open meeting at 7:00am Sunday thru Friday in 
Smith Hall, downstairs (next to Old St. Mary’s on 
Park Ave.).  Newcomers are welcome! 
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GIFT SHOP - ENJOY YOUR THANKSGIVING 
WEEKEND 

The gift shop is closed November 29 and 30 for the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend. We reopen 
December 6 and 7 with a decorated shop for you 
to enjoy and a full Gift Shop schedule: Sunday 
9:00AM – 1:00PM, the Saturday 5:00PM Vigil Mass 
and the Sunday Spanish 1:00PM Mass. 

Envelope/Cash Offertory Nov. 16   $  23,734 

Online Offertory  Nov. 16   $  12,059 

 

Total Annual Budget  $ 2,118,675 

Special Collection - Nov. 16    
 International Ministries and Mission        $1,048 

Have You Signed Up for Online Giving with 
Our Parish? 
Here are some ways Online Giving beneœts you: 
• Secure and Conœdential —  Adheres to banking 

security standards 

• Flexible — Start, stop, or change your 
contributions at any time 

• Simple to sign up on St. Mary’s website: 
      1.  Go to www.stmarys-aiken.org 

      2.  Click on “GIVING”, then “SUNDAY OFFERTORY” 
      3.  Make your selections 

      4.  Special collection choices can be made online 

• Contribute via direct withdrawal or credit online 

If you need assistance, or to discontinue online 
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886. The Parish 
Finance Council recommends monthly frequency 
for the Sunday offering to minimize transaction fees. 

Upcoming Second/Special Collection  -  
Nov. 23     St. Vincent de Paul  
Nov. 27      Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 30      the new catholic miscellany 

Wheelchair Express Needs Volunteers  
The Wheelchair Express is available for those who 
need help from curb to pew at 8:30am and 11:00am 
Sunday Masses. We especially need volunteers for 
the 11:00am Mass.  Please contact George or Bobbi 
Sich at riverhost.rs@gmail.com or 740.981.2961 or 
740.935.9713 for information or to volunteer. 

Wheelchair Express will be available at the 8:20am 
Mass on Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8th 

Be Watchful, the Lord is Coming! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Today is the First Sunday of Advent, a time of 
waiting and preparation for the coming of Christ. His 
historic coming took place two thousand years ago. 
Jesus was born, lived, suffered, died and rose again 
on this earth, in our history. And in this way, he 
offered redemption to all mankind that had been lost 
in sin. 

Christmas, or the ȼrst coming of Christ, is still a 
reminder of his second coming. The history of 
humanity is directed toward the “parousia,” that is, the 
glorious coming of Christ at the end of time. While we 
await this “advent” or “coming,” the most important 
one in human history, we should start preparing our 
heart to receive Christ worthily. 

What should we be doing? The Gospel 
encourages us to “Be watchful, for we know not the 
day nor the hour when the Lord is coming” and Saint 
Paul invites us to “present our petitions to God in 
prayer and supplication, full of gratitude.” Prayer is 
undoubtedly a very important ingredient. Prayer frees 
our soul from fear, helps us trust in God, protects the 
peace of our heart, helps us know Christ and moves 
us to give ourselves to him with generosity by serving 
our brothers and sisters. Jesus Christ becomes 
present with his Word that is found in Scripture. 

How can we prepare ourselves? We must reach 
the Christian ideal that Jesus came to teach us. First, 
we should receive the Sacraments. They are very 
special paths, visible signs, through which Christ 
becomes present. By Baptism he washes away 
original sin and gives his grace, his very life, to each 
baptized person. In Confession he restores the grace 
lost by sin. In the Eucharist he is truly present, alive, 
and he gives himself to us as food for our soul, 
strengthening our spiritual life. 

May we allow Christ to come into our heart and 
transform us more and more deeply, so we can 
prepare for his glorious coming. The Lord will œnd us 
watching, as He asks us insistently in his Word and 
especially in these days of Advent. We are living 
between the œrst and second coming of Christ. The 
œrst coming took place in Bethlehem two thousand 
years ago. “We know not” when the second coming 
will occur. But we know it will happen. 

May our Lord's coming this Christmas not be in 
vain, but may it help us to prepare for his œnal coming 
in glory. 

All the best in Christ, 
Father Wilson 



Join Our Usher Ministry! 
Our parish is seeking new members to join our 

Usher Ministry—a wonderful way to serve God and 
our community at Mass. Ushers play an important 
role in creating a welcoming atmosphere, assisting 
parishioners, and helping maintain safety and 
security during our services.  

By joining, you’ll not only experience the reward 
of serving at Mass but also help provide much-

needed support on holy days and give current 
ushers a well-deserved break from serving every 
weekend.  If you feel called to serve or would like to 
learn more, please contact the parish ofœce or speak 
with one of our ushers after Mass. Your presence and 

willingness to help make a difference! 

Readings for Nov. 30 — Dec. 7, 2025 

Sunday, Nov. 30 readings begin on page 108 of the  
Word & Eucharist books found in the pews. 

Holy Mass Intentions    

Sunday, Nov. 30 
8:30am  Larry Ball 
11:00am  Pro Popolo 

1:00pm   Patricia Sackett 
Monday, Dec. 1 
5:30pm   Ashley Zejewski     
Tuesday, Dec. 2 

5:30pm  James Thompson 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 

8:20am  James Thompson 

7:00pm  Miriam Rondon         
     José  Rondon 

Thursday, Dec. 4 
10:00am  Oaks 

    V incent Deluca 

5:30pm   John Bowers 
Friday, Dec. 5 
5:30pm Rose Zemko 

Saturday, Dec. 6 
8:00am  Sanctity of life    

from conception to 
natural death 

5:00pm  Penny Goergen  
Maureen Fitzgerald 

    Susan Reeve Shultz 

  John Bowers  
     Chuck Boklage 

     Jeanie Boklage 

     Alberto Gonzalez 

Sunday, Dec. 7 
8:30am  The Godbee 

Family (L) 
11:00am  Larry Ball 
1:00pm   Pro Populo 

Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration  

in Ste Claire Chapel Use  
 

Put Jesus œrst on your calendar with a 
weekly holy hour!  

 

To œnd an hour that works for you, please visit: 
https://www.stmarysaiken.org/perpetualeucharistic-

adoration, or email Lori Rainchuso at:  
larue150@yahoo.com 

Hours in Need (although all hours are available) 
MON: 1am 

TUES:    
WED:  2am; 3am; 1pm; 11pm 

THU:   1am; 2am 

FRI:      3am 

SAT:    1am; 2pm; 4pm; 6pm 

SUN:   2am; 3am 

Sunday:  Is 2:1-5         Ps 122:1-9            Rom 13:11-14 

    Mt 24:37-44 

Monday:  Is 4:2-6            Ps 122:1-9                Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday:   Is 11:1-10           Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 

     Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday:         Is 25:6-10a           Ps 23:1-6 

     Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday:  Is 26:1-6   Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 

       Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:         Is 29:17-24                 Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 

      Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26              Ps 147:1-6 

      Mt 9:35—10:1-8 

Next Sunday:  Is 11:1-10        Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  
      Rom 15:4-9       Mt 3:1-12 

©LPi 
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Hearing Assistance is Available in Our 
New Church 
We’re excited to remind everyone that our new 
church is equipped with two modern hearing 
assistance systems designed to make worship more 
accessible for everyone. This system allows you to 
clearly hear the service using your own cell phone 
and your choice of ear connections such as 
headphones, earbuds, or Audiologist prescription 
Bluetooth hearing aids. You can also see an usher 
and sign out our church equipment that is available. 
Bluetooth capable equipment will connect easily by 
simply downloading a free app and following the on
-screen instructions. Even if you don’t normally use a 
hearing aid but sometimes have trouble hearing in 
our large church, you’re welcome to use the system! 
If you’d like help getting connected or learning 
more, please stop by the parish ofœce or speak with 
one of our ushers before the service. We’re glad to 
make this worship experience clearer and more 
inclusive for all. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
is a Holy day of obligation  

Monday, December 8  
 

Mass Schedule is as follows:  

6:30am Mass in English in Old St. Mary 
All other Masses are in our church on FairŴeld St. 

8:20am    School Mass in English with 

  Wheelchair Express available  
12:00pm Mass in English  
  Wheelchair Express available  
7:00pm Mass in Spanish/Misa en español  

Confessions will not be heard. 



Holy Baptism 
The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, January 18, 
2026 at 10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is 
necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please 
contact Chris Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  
Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation session as well.  Since godparents 
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the 
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing 
Catholics at whatever parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 
These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.   
For more information about First Holy Communion 
contact Derrick Huestis at 803.649.4777 ext. 103  or 
dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org.  
For more information about Confirmation contact 
Hannah Dickason at 615.638.7137 or 
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
Saturday, Dec. 6 , 11:00am in Old St. Mary Church on 
Park Avenue.  Please note the change in location. 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the ofœce 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish ofœce at 803.649.4777 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
To learn more about the Catholic faith join us 
Tuesdays at 6:00 – 7:30pm in Mother Teresa Hall. All 
are welcome. On December 2, Deacon Steve 
Platte will speak about happiness and the Christian 
moral life. For more information contact Derrick 
Huestis at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org 

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 

Contact:  Mrs. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Formation 
Confirmation 1 meets Tuesday evenings 

Confirmation 2 meets Sunday mornings.   
See our website or contact Hannah Dickason 

for our calendar. 
November 30 — Thanksgiving Break (No Youth Night) 
Youth Ministry 

December 6,7 — Cookie Fundraiser with the CWA 

December     7— Youth Night 

More information about the Sacraments can be  
found on our parish website:  

www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Page 4  

CCD 
K–6th grades are held in the St. Mary’s School 
classrooms on Sundays at 9:45—10:45am. Reminder: 
No classes next week Nov. 30. Contact Derrick 
Huestis at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org  

Saints and Liturgy 
A new liturgical year begins with Advent, during 
which we await the coming of our Lord at Christmas. 
The liturgical colors used at Mass are purple which 
signiœes penance, sacriœce, and preparation. This is a 
time to prepare for Christ to enter into our lives 
through receiving the sacrament of reconciliation 
and offering the sacriœce of our time and resources 
in charitable giving and service. On Wednesday of 
this week, we celebrate St. Fracis Xavier, priest and 
co-founder of the Jesuit missionary order who 
worked along side St. Ignatius of Loyola.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD   

Sunday, November 30 
8:30am Mass                    Church 

9:30am Sunday Café     Mother Teresa 

11:00am Mass                       Church 

1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 
Monday, December 1 

9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry            Smith Hall 
11:45am Lunch & Learn Book Club                 Bosco 

4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Tuesday, December 2 
3:30pm Grief Share     Mother Teresa 

3:30pm Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall       
4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm  Mass          Old St. Mary 

6:00pm OCIA      Mother Teresa 

Wednesday, December 3 
8:20am Mass                     Church 

9:30am Bible Study    St. Michael Hall 
3:00pm Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 

6:00pm SHE          No meeting 

6:00pm Journey of Hope              St. Michael Conf 
7:00pm Mass in Spanish         Old St. Mary 

Thursday, December 4 
11:15am Bible Study              Smith Hall Down 

4:45pm Confessions                   Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Friday, December 5 
6:30am That Man is You     Mother Teresa 

4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Saturday, December 6 
8:00am Mass             Old St. Mary 

3:30pm Confessions     Church  
5:00pm Vigil Mass       Church 

Sunday, December 7 
8:30am Mass                    Church 

9:45am Sunday Café     Mother Teresa 

11:00am Mass                       Church 

1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 

Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 

Olive Wood Art Crafts from the Holy Land 
Available this weekend 
From the Holy Land of Israel, from the hills of 
Jerusalem and the countryside of Bethlehem, from 
the old and blessed olive trees ... the trees that are 
most mentioned in the holy bible … We bring 
to  Saint Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church our 
olive wood œgures & crafts.  They are all made by 
Catholic hands right in Israel, the Holy  Land. 
 

Due to tough economic conditions and the historical 
conŔict in the Holy Land, Catholic Christians are now 
a minority (less than 1% of the population).  
 

Since the Holy Land depends on tourism, Catholics 
turned to creating olive wood crafts as one of the 
main sources to earn a living for their families.  
Please support the Catholic Christian presence in 
the Holy Land. 
 

We hope that these crafts would serve as a blessing 
to the church members of Saint Mary Help of 
Christians.  

We accept cash & credit/debit cards. 

Rachel’s Vineyard 
Post Abortion Healing Retreat  
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, a post abortion retreat for 
women and men who want to œnd peace and closure 
from their abortion experience. The next weekend is 
December 19-21, 2025, in the Charleston area.  

Please Contact:  Christy 803.554.6088,  
Kathy 803.546.6010 or Grace4Healing@gmail.com 

Rachelsvineyard.org    

Music Ministry  
We are always looking for willing voices to help 
praise our Lord. If you’re interested or have 
questions, please contact Frank Deese, Parish 
Musician at fdeese@charlestondiocese.org. 

    If you think you can sing, you probably can! 

The Parish OfŴce will be closed 

 Monday, Dec. 8 in observance of the  
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

We will reopen at 8:30am Tuesday,  Dec. 9 

Gluten Intolerance and Holy Communion 
St. Mary’s makes every effort to accommodate and 
normalize the experience of receiving Holy 
Communion for the faithful. For those who cannot 
consume gluten, we welcome you to receive Holy 
Communion in a safe, sensitive, and compassionate 
manner. For more information, please contact Karen 
Van Deren at kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org 

If you are visiting St. Mary’s and require a low-gluten 
host for medical reasons, please see a Mass 
Coordinator or usher prior to Mass. We are only able 
to accommodate those that need a low-gluten host 
for medical reasons and not from dietary preference. 

Catholic Women’s Association (CWA)  
Engraved Brick Program 

We have an on-going engraved brick program to 
beneœt the CWA Kitchen fund. Order forms are in 
the parish ofœce or call Claire at 803.270.0887 (leave 
a message). Thank you for your support . 



St. Mary’s Parish School 
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Ofœce Hours:  7:30am to 3:30pm  Monday—Friday 
(when school is in session) 

Grief Support Group 

The group is open to all grieving people in our 
community, regardless of religious afœliation.  

 

Tuesdays, 3:30—5:00pm in Mother Teresa Hall  
(125 Union Street, SE)  

 

The registration form is available at St. Mary’s parish 
ofœce or you can register at www.griefshare.org/œnd 
a group.  For more information please contact Karen 
Van Deren at kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org. 

FIAT Homeschool Co-op Craft Day 

December 3rd at 10am in Mother Teresa Hall. Join 
other homeschoolers of St. Mary Help of Christians 
for a time of crafting together. 

#iGIVECATHOLIC Day of Giving – Early Giving 
is Underway! 
St. Mary’s School’s annual Day of Giving is 
underway! Gifts can be accepted online 
through Giving Tuesday, December 3. This year, 
funds raised will go toward replacing end-of-service-

life HVAC units and addressing other immediate 
maintenance needs around campus. 
An anonymous donor has challenged us to reach our 
$25,000 goal, and if we do, he will generously 
contribute an additional $10,000! Every gift, big or 
small, helps us get closer to unlocking this 
incredible match and making a lasting impact on our 
school community. Thanks for your support!  Donate 
online at https://www.igivecatholic.org/organization/
stmaryschoolaiken or by check to cash at the school 
or parish ofœce.  Please indicate "Day of Giving" in 
the check memo line. You can also drop any 
envelope labeled "Day of Giving" in the offertory 
collection at Mass. If you have questions contact 

 kcraney@stmaryschoolaiken.com  

Gingerbread Day – Friday, December 5 
All parish preschool and grade school children are 
invited to join us for our beloved Gingerbread Day 
tradition! Come decorate your very own 
gingerbread cookie, listen to a gingerbread man 
story, and enjoy the fun! Reservations are required, 
and decorating time slots will be assigned. Don’t 
miss this long-standing St. Mary’s tradition! Sweet 
memories are waiting to be made! to make a 
reservation by November 28.  

PTO@stmaryschoolaiken.com  

Retrouvaille marriage help offers a welcoming and 
loving space to couples who have been living with 
the misery of a failing marriage. Retrouvaille offers 
hope: hope that it is not too late, hope for a different 
and better marriage. Retrouvaille helps couples to 
show each other mercy through the opportunities it 
provides to listen, to forgive, to be reconciled and to 
move into their futures believing that God loves 
them and, with His help and their efforts, their 
marriages can be healed and restored. For over 48 
years, Retrouvaille has provided help for marriage 
problems / difœculties / crises.  
For more information about an upcoming 
Retrouvaille Weekend program in Charlotte area on 
January 16-18, 2026  for  couples,  Email: 
3062r@helpourmarriage.org  or Call: 727-343-6701  

Website: www.HelpOurMarriage.com 

Dear Parishioners  
If you receive emails  or texts  sent in my name  or 
other parish and school staff,  asking for financial 
help in one form or another, please know that 
neither I, nor any parish employee, will ever ask you 
for donations of any kind via social media.  Please 
do not respond to any message that you may 
receive. Thank you and God bless, Fr. Wilson 

Gluten Intolerance and Holy Communion 
St. Mary’s makes every effort to accommodate and 
normalize the experience of receiving Holy 
Communion for the faithful. For those who cannot 
consume gluten, we welcome you to receive Holy 
Communion in a safe, sensitive, and compassionate 
manner. For more information, please contact Karen 
Van Deren at kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org 

 

If you are visiting St. Mary’s and require a low-gluten 
host for medical reasons, please see a Mass 
Coordinator or usher prior to Mass. We are only able 
to accommodate those that need a low-gluten host 
for medical reasons and not from dietary preference. 

“The giver of every good and perfect gift has 
called upon us to mimic God’s giving.” 

 

    - St. Nicholas of Myra 

        Feast day Dec. 6 
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formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias  
se encuentran en la pagina tres (3) 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco  

Las lecturas para domingo, el 30 de noviembre 
comienzan en la pagina 109 en el libro “Palabra y 

Eucharistía” encontrada en los bancos. 

Las Lecturas de las Escrituras del 30 de 
noviembre al 7 de deciembre, 2025 
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Domingo:   Is 2, 1-5      Sal 121, 1-9        Rom 13, 11-14 

            Mt 24, 37-44 

Lunes:   Is 4, 2-6                Sal 121, 1-9             Mt 8, 5-11 

Martes:   I s 11, 1-10            Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17 

         Lc 10, 21-24 

Miércoles:   Is 25, 6-10       Sal 22, 1-6        Mt 15, 29-37 

Jueves:   Is 26, 1-6            Sal 117, 1 y 8-9. 19-21. 25-27 

            Mt 7,   21. 24-27 

Viernes:   Is 29, 17-24               Sal 26, 1. 4. 13-14 

          Mt 9, 27-31 

Sábado:   Is 30, 19-21. 23-26                  Sal 146, 1-6 

    Mt 9, 35—10, 1. 6-8 

Domingo siguiente       Is 11, 1-10     
           Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17            Rom 15, 4-9     
      Mt 3, 1-12 

©LPi 

¡Estén atentos, el Señor viene! 
Queridos hermanos en Cristo: 

Hoy es el primer domingo de Adviento, tiempo 
de espera y preparación para la venida de Cristo. Su 
histórica venida tuvo lugar hace más de dos mil 
años. Jesús nació, vivió, sufrió, murió y resucitó en 
esta tierra, en nuestra historia. Y de esta manera, 
ofreció la redención a toda la humanidad que se 
había perdido en el pecado. 

La Navidad, o la primera venida de Cristo, sigue 
siendo un recordatorio de su segunda venida. La 
historia de la humanidad se dirige hacia la "parusía", 
es decir, la gloriosa venida de Cristo al œnal de los 
tiempos. Mientras esperamos este "Adviento", la 
"venida" más importante de la historia humana, 
debemos comenzar a preparar nuestro corazón para 
recibir a Cristo dignamente. 

¿Qué debemos hacer? El Evangelio nos anima a 
«Estén atentos, porque no sabemos ni el día ni la 
hora en que el Señor vendrá», y san Pablo nos invita 
a «presentar nuestras peticiones a Dios en oración y 
súplica, llenos de gratitud». La oración es, sin duda, 
un ingrediente fundamental. La oración libera 
nuestra alma del temor, nos ayuda a conœar en Dios, 
protege la paz de nuestro corazón, nos ayuda a 
conocer a Cristo y nos impulsa a entregarnos a Él 
con generosidad sirviendo a nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas. Jesucristo se hace presente con su 
Palabra, que se encuentra en la Sagrada Escritura. 

¿Cómo podemos prepararnos? Debemos 
alcanzar el ideal cristiano que Jesús vino a traernos. 
Primero, recibiendo los Sacramentos. Son caminos 
muy especiales, signos visibles, a través de los 
cuales Cristo se hace presente. Por el Bautismo, lava 
el pecado original y otorga su gracia, su propia Vida, 
a cada bautizado. En la Confesión, restaura la gracia 
perdida por el pecado. En la Eucaristía, está 
verdaderamente presente, vivo, y se nos entrega 
como alimento para nuestra alma, fortaleciendo 
nuestra vida espiritual. 

Que Cristo entre en nuestro corazón y nos 
transforme cada vez más profundamente, para que 
podamos prepararnos para su gloriosa venida. El 
Señor nos encontrará atentos, como nos pide 
insistentemente en su Palabra y, especialmente, en 
estos días de Adviento. Vivimos entre la primera y la 
segunda venida de Cristo. La primera venida tuvo 
lugar en Belén hace más de dos mil años. "No 
sabemos cuándo" ocurrirá la segunda, pero 
sabemos que sucederá. 

Que la venida de nuestro Señor esta Navidad no 
sea en vano, sino que nos ayude a prepararnos para 
su gloriosa venida œnal. 

 

 

Con todo mi cariño en Cristo, Padre Wilson 

El Retiro del Viñedo de Raquel  

 

El Retiro del Viñedo de Raquel es un Retiro de un œn 
de semana solidario, conœdencial y sin prejuicios. Es 
para los hombres y las mujeres que han tenido una 
experiencia de un aborto provocado y quieren tener 
un encuentro con el amor, la misericordia y el perdón 
de Dios.  El próximo retiro se llevará a cabo el 5-7 de 
diciembre en el area de Fort Mill. 

 

Para más información o para registrarte, llama a: 
Sarah, 803-627-1209 

Inmaculada Concepcíon de la 
Bienaventurada Virgen María  

Lunes 8 de diciembre 
es un día precepto  

 

Horario para las misas: 

  

6:30am Misa en inglés en la iglesia Antigua  

 
 

Todas las demás misas se celebrarán en 
la iglesia de FairŴeld Street. 

 

8:20am Misa escolar en inglés  
12:00pm Misa en inglés 

7:00pm Misa en español 

 

No habrá confesiones. 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El Bautismo es un regalo de vida nueva! 
Para bautizar en Sta. María, al menos uno de los 
padres debe ser católico practicante, asistir a Misa y 
estar registrado en la parroquia por lo menos 3 
meses antes de pedir fecha. Ambos padres deben 
tomar clases pre-bautismales. Los padrinos deben 
ser católicos practicantes. 

Próximas clases: 4 y 11 de enero 2025 

Registro requerido.   
Contacto: Reyna Salas – 404.886.5653 

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
¡Los Sacramentos fortalecen nuestra fe! 
Padres y niños deben estar registrados en Sta. María 
y asistir œelmente a Misa. 
Niños fuera de la escuela católica deben completar 
al menos dos años de formación cristiana y cumplir 
con la asistencia. 
Para más información sobre la Primera Comunión, 
contactarse con  Mary Ellen Jackson al 803.649.4777 
ext. 103 o a mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
Para más información sobre la Conœrmación, 
contactarse con Hannah Dickason al 615.638.7137 o 
a hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y œeles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Para registrarse y obtener más información por favor 
comuníquese con Sonia Jimenes 803.508.5370 

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113 

Sagrado Sacramentos Próxima Fecha de Bautismo en Español 
13 de diciembre 2025 a las 11:00am en la iglesia 
antigua en Park Avenue. Tenga en cuenta el cambio 
de ubicación. 
•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo deben 
haber sido completadas  
•   Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
803.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos  
(RICA)    Los Martes a las 7:00pm 
Todos están invitados a las Clases de RICA. Nos 
reunimos los martes en el Salón Smith Hall a las 
7:00pm. Para más información, contacte a Omar o 
Mercedith Cardona 706.231.5253. Este espacio está 
abierto a toda la comunidad.  

 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Ministerio Católico para Jóvenes 
Contacto:  Sra. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Para más detalles sobre la Conœrmación, el 
Ministerio Juvenil y nuestro calendario completo de 

eventos, por favor visite nuestro sitio web o  
contacte a Hannah Dickason.  

Formación 
Conœrmación 1 se reúne los martes por la tarde y 
Conœrmación 2 los domingos por la mañana. 
Pueden consultar nuestro calendario en la página 
web o comunicarse con Hannah Dickason. 

 

Youth Ministry 

30 de noviembre: no hay Noche Juvenil 
6 y 7 de diciembre: Recaudación de fondos con 
galletas con la CWA 

7 de diciembre: Noche Juvenil 

CCD 
Las clases de CCD de 4° a 6° grado se llevan a cabo 
en las aulas de la Escuela St. Mary los domingos de 
9:45 a 10:45am. ¡Esperamos verlos entonces! 
¿Preguntas? Contacte a Derrick Huestis  en 

dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org 
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La oficina parroquial estará cerrada el lunes  
8 de diciembre para la Fiesta de la Inmaculada 

Concepción. Volveremos a abrir a las 8:30am del 
martes 9 de diciembre. 

Iglesia te invita a participar en un momento 
especial de oración durante la Novena de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y las 
Posadas 

Te animamos a rezar el Rosario por tu familia y unirte 
con otras familias en este tiempo de fe, esperanza y 
unidad. Puedes registrarte individualmente o en grupo 
familiar. Si deseas, puedes traer algo para compartir, 
pero lo más importante es la oración y la unión familiar. 
Reserva tu día para que oremos por tu familia. 
Contacto: Nery Reyes – 803.292.5354  



EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 

Domingo, 30 de noviembre 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 
Lunes, 1 de diciembre  
4:45pm  Confesiones     Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                    Iglesia Antigua 
6:00pm  Legión de María                    Smith 
7:00pm  Pequeña Comunidad        Santa Teresa 
Martes, 2 de diciembre 
4:45pm  Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                Iglesia Antigua 
6:30pm  RICA                                 Smith  
Miércoles, 3 de diciembre 
8:20am              Misa                             Iglesia 
6:15pm  Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua 
6:30pm  Novena de Nuestra Señora de  
  Guadalupe               Santa Teresa 
7:00pm  Misa en español                      Iglesia 
Jueves, 4 de diciembre 
4:45pm  Confesiones         Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                  Iglesia Antigua 
6:30pm  Novena de Nuestra Señora de  
  Guadalupe                       Santa Teresa 
Viernes, 5 de diciembre 
4:45pm  Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 
6:30pm  Novena de Nuestra Señora de  
  Guadalupe                      Santa Teresa 
Sábado, 6 de diciembre 
8:00am  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 
3:30pm  Confesiones       Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa de Vigilia                    Iglesia 
6:30pm  Novena de Nuestra Señora de  
                           Guadalupe                       Santa Teresa 
Domingo, 7 de diciembre 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 
6:30pm  Novena de Nuestra Señora de     
                            Guadalupe            Santa Teresa 

Escuela Parroquial de Santa María  
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Sr. Carlos Overstreet, Director  
803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Horario de Oœcina: 7:30am a 3:30pm lunes a viernes 
(cuando la escuela está en sesión)  

#iGIVECATHOLIC Día de Donaciones 
¡Ya comenzó la donación anticipada! 
¡El Día Anual de Donaciones de la Escuela St. Mary 
ya está en marcha! Las donaciones pueden hacerse 
en línea hasta el martes de donaciones, 3 de 
diciembre. Este año, los fondos recaudados se 
destinarán a reemplazar las unidades de aire 
acondicionado y calefacción que han llegado al œnal 
de su vida útil, así como a cubrir otras necesidades 
de mantenimiento inmediato en el campus. ¡Un 
donante anónimo nos ha retado a alcanzar nuestra 
meta de $25,000, y si lo logramos, él generosamente 
contribuirá con $10,000 adicionales! Cada donación, 
grande o pequeña, nos acerca más a desbloquear 
este increíble apoyo adicional y a dejar un impacto 
duradero en nuestra comunidad escolar. ¡Gracias 
por su apoyo! Puede donar en línea en  
https://www.igivecatholic.org/organization/
stmaryschoolaiken o mediante cheque o efectivo en 
la escuela o en la oœcina parroquial. 
Por favor indique "Day of Giving" (Día de 
Donaciones) en la línea de nota del cheque. 
También puede dejar cualquier sobre marcado  "Day 
of Giving" en la colecta durante la Misa. 
Comuníquesecon kcraney@stmaryschoolaiken.com si 
tienes preguntas. 
Gingerbread Day– Viernes, 5 de diciembre 
¡Todos los niños del preescolar y de la escuela 
primaria parroquial están invitados a unirse a 
nosotros para nuestra querida tradición 
del Gingerbread Day! 
Vengan a decorar su propia galleta de jengibre, 
escuchar un cuento sobre el hombresito de jengibre 
y disfruta de una mañana divertida. 
Se requiere reservación y los horarios para decorar 
serán asignados. ¡No se pierdan esta tradición de 
Santa Maria que ha perdurado por años! 
¡Les esperan dulces recuerdos! Envíe un correo 
electrónico a  PTO@stmaryschoolaiken.com para 
hacer su reservación antes del 28 de noviembre. 
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Durante todo el mes de diciembre, la Misa en 
español de los miércoles se celebrará en la iglesia 
nueva, manteniendo el mismo horario habitual.  

¿Quieres ofrecer una Misa por un ser querido o por una intención especial? 
Ofrecer una intención de Misa es una hermosa manera de orar por alguien ya sea por su descanso eterno, por 
salud, acción de gracias o alguna necesidad particular. Si deseas hacerlo, te pedimos que llames directamente 
a la oœcina parroquial con anticipación para reservar la fecha. Por favor, no entregues nombres, notas o 
papelitos al sacerdote justo antes de comenzar la Misa, ya que según el Canon 948 del Código de Derecho 
Canónico, “se debe aplicar una Misa por una sola intención a la vez”. Tu comprensión y colaboración nos   
 ayudan a mantener el debido respeto y orden en la celebración de la Santa Misa. 



		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 16-0095

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning

Stephen Anaclerio
Financial Advisor
One 10th Street Suite 600
Augusta, GA 30901

803-642-7044
Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com
© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
CRC897562 06/14

At Rural Health Services, we’re dedicated to providing top-quality healthcare 
that is accessible and affordable for everyone. Whether you need routine check-
ups, specialized care, or dental services; our compassionate team is here to 
meet your needs. Conveniently located and committed to the well-being of our 
community, we’re your trusted partner and Patient-Centered Medical Home.

1. QUALITY   2. CONVENIENCE   3. AFFORDABILITY 1. CALIDAD   2. CONVENIENCIA   3. ASEQUIBILIDAD

En Rural Health Services, nos dedicamos a brindar atención médica de alta calidad que 
sea accesible y asequible para todos. Ya sea que necesite chequeos de rutina, atención 
especializada o servicios dentales; Nuestro compasivo equipo está aquí para satisfacer sus 
necesidades. Convenientemente ubicados y comprometidos con el bienestar de nuestra 
comunidad, somos su socio de confianza y su hogar médico centrado en el paciente.

WHY CHOOSE US? ¿POR QUÉ ELEGIRNOS?

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
	

	 3066 Whiskey Rd 
	 Aiken, SC 29803
	 Bus 803-648-2973 
	 Fax 803-335-2273
	 Cell 803-295-6894
	 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Steve Conn

SConn@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x2101

FREDandKT@gmail.com

KT RUTHVEN
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-617-9356

FRED WICKS
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-645-3543

924 Hayne Ave. Aiken
803-642-3456

ShellhouseFuneralHome.com

715 East Pine Log Rd. Aiken
803-641-4401*

ShellhouseRiversFuneralHome.com

Aiken’s Only Onsite Crematory*

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Kitchen: 10am - 6pm    Store: 10am - 7pm 

Open Mon. - Sat.: 10 am - 7pm
2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken

803-648-0403

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

WE’RE NOT JUST A SALON  
OR A FURNITURE STORE – 
We’re a one-stop destination where 

style meets comfort. Our unique 
concept combines expert hair styling 

with high-end furniture & home goods.

Our Model is Consignment, Good 
Quality but Reasonable Prices

803.262.5141
ScissorsAndSofas.com

225 Richland Ave E 
Aiken, SC 29801

VISIT 
OUR 

STORE

MANICURE & 

PEDICURE

MANICURE & 

PEDICURE
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BRADLEY PLUMBING

& HEATING, INC.

150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President	 FAX: 642-2963

Ellen E. Miller llc

Licensed Marriage & Family �erapist

203 Laurens St.

Aiken, SC 29801

803.643.0173

By Appt. Only

Cathy Brennan
Vice President

Cell: 803-439-1357
E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801

Parishioner

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com

803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676
Call for an appointment

135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344

Carrie Katonak
Hair Specialist

Book your appointment (803) 221-5946

DayBreakAiken.com  ❤  803-226-0288 

24/7 Care | Respite Care | Alzheimer’s & Related Dementia Care

Grocery Shopping | Light Housekeeping | Laundry | Meal Preparation

Hospital/Facility Sitting | Companionship | Transportation

Home Health/Palliative/Hospice Support | Errands

Medication Reminders | Bathing Assistance | Dressing Assistance

1028 Hayne  

Avenue SW 

Aiken, SC 29801

1860 Richland Avenue West

803-226-0495

Gift 

Certificates 

Available

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

	 Monday – Friday:
	 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

	 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
	  Aiken, SC

	 803-648-6400

	 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Residential & Commercial Interior Design

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA
158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
	SUSAN VICTOR		  SUE SHANNON
	Co-Owner/Interior Designer	 Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance

Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141

info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266
460 Silver Bluff Rd.

Steve Young

Owner

Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

mary@marycampbelllaw.com 
149 Chesterfield St South, Aiken, SC 29801 

Areas of Practice Include:
            (Se Habla Español)

Main 
803-642-4450

Immigration 
803-226-0072

Real Estate, Loan, HELOC Transactions 
 Uncontested Divorce | Name Change 

 Mediation (Civil & Family)  

Immigration Law

Parishioner

Aiken’s newest senior living community
	

Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,

and love. Providing assisted living
and memory care services.

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

md-medalert.com

$1995

Starting At

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
CALL  

NOW!

Parishioner

As a CFP® Fiduciary Client’s Interest Always Come First

William Coscioni CFP®, CPA

803-644-0701
• Financial Planning • Investment Management

• Tax Planning & Preparation
“A Registered Investment Advisor”
(Fee only - No product commissions accepted)

910 Dougherty Road, Aiken, SC 29803 | www.wealthcare910.com
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