
ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH — OCTOBER 19, 2025 



Welcome to St. Mary Help of Christians Parish 

Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary Help of Christians your 
parish, we encourage you to register as a member.  You may œll out and submit the form online, or print 
the form from the website and return it to the parish ofœce. 

Contact Us 

St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 

Parish OȺce:  
203 Park Avenue SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

803.649.4777   
parishofœcestmaryaiken@charlestondiocese.org 

Website: www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Locations 

St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 

 

8:30am – 12noon & 1:00pm – 4:30pm 

Closed for lunch from 12noon – 1:00pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

(By appointment only after 1:30pm on Wednesdays)   
 

Holy Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am  
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 

 

Confessions 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Wed. 6:15 - 6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 

 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 

 

Sunday Homilies Online 

Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on St. Mary’s website at www.stmarys-

aiken.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the home page 
and click on “Listen to Homilies”. 

 

Nursery - Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday 
Masses in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 
months to less than 5 years.   
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The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 

Bishop of Charleston 

 

Parish Clergy  

 

Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 
Rev. Michael Ghattas, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon       Dcn. Al Matousek          
Dcn. Robert Pierce                           Dcn. Stephen Platte 

 

Staff 

 

Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 

  803.649.4777 ext. 112 

  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
   to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 

   kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet,  Principal, St. Mary’s School     
  803.649.2071  coverstreet@stmaryschoolaiken.com 

 

Mr. Richard Yarshen, Finance Manager 
   803.649.4777 ext. 104 

   ryarshen@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
   803.649.4777 ext. 113 

   fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Adriana Galvan, Hispanic Secretary 

   803.649.4777 ext. 100   
   agalvan@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA 

   Director of  Religious Education  
   803.649.4777 ext. 103  
   mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Hannah Dickason,  Director of Youth Ministry 

   615.638.7137 (c)    
   hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
   706.550.5047 (c) 
   fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Colleen Snyder, Sacristan 

   518.524.4464 

   csnyder@charlestondiocese.org   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or œnancial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                          
Closed On Fridays 



Totals as of Sunday, October 12, 2025 Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

AA Open Meeting 
AA open meeting at 7:00am Sunday thru Friday in 
Smith Hall, Downstairs (next to Old St. Mary’s 
church).  Newcomers are welcome! 
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Gift Shop Hours 
Hours: Sundays 9:00am — 1:00pm and the œrst 
weekend of every month after Saturday 5:00pm and 
Sunday 1:00pm Masses. 

Sunday Confessions Discontinued  
As you know, the Mass is the “source and 

summit of our faith” for from the Mass we receive 
the Most Holy Eucharist, body, blood, soul and 
divinity.  

In the short time available between the 11:00am 
Mass and the 1:00pm Mass, there simply is not 
adequate time for people to make a good 
confession and for the priest to properly listen to 
them and offer absolution. The short time available 
makes it a very stressful situation for the priest 
hearing confessions. More importantly, when 
hearing confessions between the Masses, the 
priest has no time to properly prepare for the 
1:00pm Mass. A priest must have time to pray and 
prepare for the Holy Sacriœce of the Mass.  

Accordingly, as of October 5, we no longer have 
confessions before the 1:00pm Mass. We will still 
have confessions available for six days each week. 
Please see the bulletin and the website for a full 
listing of confession times. And of course, Father 
Ghattas and I are available for confession by 
appointment.  

May all of us, by the grace of God, live 
constantly in a state of grace!           

    Father Wilson 

Envelope/Cash Offertory   Oct. 12    $ 14,228.78 
Online Offertory for           Oct. 12    $ 23,214.00 
 

Total Annual Budget             $ 2,118,675 

If you make an annual contribution payable to the 
parish from an IRA or Securities account, please call 
803.649.4777 option 4 and let the parish 
bookkeeper know.  Thank you! 

Upcoming Second/Special Collections 
TODAY — October 19  World Mission Sunday 
October 27 — St. Vincent De Paul (outside) 

The Still Small Voice of God 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 On Friday around 6:00pm, we returned from our 
pilgrimage to Greece and the Greek Isles, following in 
the footsteps of St. Paul. There were so many highlights 
and blessings over the 11 days that it is difœcult to 
reŔect upon them and process them: Athens and the 
Acropolis; Mars Hill; Corinth; Ephesus; The House of 
the Virgin Mary; the island of Patmos; the monastery of 
St. John;  the islands of Crete and Santorini; the 
hanging monasteries of Meteora; and Thessaloniki. It 
was truly an amazing experience to see the wonders of 
God’s creation and reŔect upon St. Paul’s journeys and 
ministry as he was used of God to establish the early 
Church.  
 Along the way, of course, we had several tour 
guides. They equipped us with a Whisper-Jet device for 
our ears. This enabled them to communicate with us in 
a low voice as we went through a church, monastery or 
museum. We could hear the guide’s voice, and her 
voice would not interrupt the other groups who were 
also going through the site.  
 And...if you strayed too far from the group, you 
would receive an automated message in your ear that 
said: “You are too far from the group. Please return to 
the group.” As I listened to this message throughout 
our pilgrimage, it reminded me that all of us are 
pilgrims here on earth, each of us hoping that our 
journey will lead us to heaven to live with Christ forever 
in the love of the Most Holy Trinity.  
 It occurred to me that it would be helpful if each of 
us had a Whisper-Jet device in our ear that would help 
us on our journey. One that, if we began to fall away 
from the Church would whisper in our ears: “You are 
too far from Holy Mother Church. Please return to the 
Church.” Wouldn’t that be a powerful and helpful 
reminder? 

 And yet, if we are honest with ourselves, we know 
that we do have a system that does that for us. From 
baptism on, we have the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of 
the Holy Trinity, who guides us and speaks to us. 
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. 
27 And he who searches the hearts of men knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God.” (Rom 8:26, 27)  
 And in early October as we celebrated the Feast of 
the Holy Guardian Angels, we were reminded that each 
of us has a personal Guardian Angel who will be our 
personal guide on our journey to heaven...if we listen.  
 May we listen carefully for the still small voice of 
God in our lives!  

            All the best in Christ,    
 Father Wilson 



Gluten Intolerance and Holy Communion 

St. Mary’s makes every effort to accommodate and 
normalize the experience of receiving Holy 
Communion for the faithful. For those who cannot 
consume gluten, we welcome you to receive Holy 
Communion in a safe, sensitive, and compassionate 
manner. For more information, please contact Karen 
Van Deren at kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org 

 

If you are visiting St. Mary’s and require a low-gluten 
host for medical reasons, please see a Mass 
Coordinator or usher prior to Mass. We are only able 
to accommodate those that need a low-gluten host 
for medical reasons and not from dietary 

preferences. 

Readings for October 19 — 26, 2025 

Sunday, Oct. 19 readings begin on page 956 of the  
Word & Eucharist books found in the pews. 

Holy Mass Intentions    

Sunday, Oct. 19 
8:30am  Margret Smith 

11:00am—Bilingual Mass 
James Reed 

1:00pm No Mass 

Monday, Oct. 20 
5:30pm Sarah Bursey 

Tuesday, Oct. 21 

5:30pm Anna Hewitt 
Wednesday, Oct. 22 

8:20am Janet Vaughan 

7:00pm  Fr. Richard C.  
   Wilson (L) 
Thursday, Oct. 23 
5:30pm  Fr. Michael 

Ghattas (L) 

Friday, Oct. 24 
5:30pm Mary Anne  
   Wellendorf 

Saturday, Oct. 25 
8:00am  Walter & Veronica 

Lepianka 

5:00pm  Jerry Hoy 

 Alberto Gonzalez 
   Mary P. O’Reilly 

 Sarah Lynn Kuzmeskus 

 Robert Springhorn 

 Virginia Whitaker 
Sunday, Oct. 26 
8:30am  Pro Populo 

11:00am Janice Chuey 

1:00pm Negrete Viera 
Family (L) 

Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration  

in Ste Claire Chapel Use  
 

Put Jesus œrst on your calendar with a 
weekly holy hour!  

 

To œnd an hour that works for you, please visit: 
https://www.stmarysaiken.org/perpetualeucharistic-

adoration, or email Lori Rainchuso, 
larue150@yahoo.com 

Hours in Need (although all hours are available) 
MON: 12:00am; 3:00am; 10:00pm 

TUES: 3:00am; 4:00am 

WED:   1:00am; 2:00am; 3:00am; 3:00pm 

THU:    12:00am; 1:00am; 2:00am 

FRI:      12:00am; 3:00am; 4:00am; 7:00pm;  
SAT:     12:00am; 1:00am; 2:00am; 3am; 2:00pm; 
4:00pm; 6:00pm 

SUN: 2:00am; 3:00am; 4:00am; 7:00am; 6:00pm; 
7:00pm 

Sunday:  Ex 17:8-13          Ps 121:1-8     2 Tm 3:14—4:2 

    Lk 18:1-8 

Monday:  Rom 4:20-25        Lk 1:69-75      Lk 12:13-21 

Tuesday:  Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21 

   Ps 40:7-10, 17              Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday:  Rom 6:12-18            Ps 124:1b-8 

   Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday:  Rom 6:19-23              Ps 1:1-4 and 6 

   Lk 12:49-53 

Friday:   Rom 7:18-25a               Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 
    93, 94               Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday:  Rom 8:1-11              Ps 24:1b-4b, 5-6 

   Lk 13:1-9 

Next Sunday:  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18             Ps 34:2-3,  
   17-19, 23      2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18            Lk 18:9-14 ©LPi 
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Stephen Ministry 
Have you have recently retired? Does your life seem 
upside down? A listening ear and someone to walk 
alongside you may be just what you need to regain 
peace … and joy. St. Mary’s has male and female 
Stephen Ministers here to help. LeaŔets are in the 
back of church with more information about Stephen 
Ministry and simple instructions on how to get 
information, or call Mary Ellen Jackson at 
803.507.1060 

Deaths/Difuntos: 
October 4:  William Durwood Johnson  

Mass of Remembrance 
The Bereavement Ministry announces the 
celebration of the annual Mass of Remembrance on 
Thursday, November 13th at 6:30pm at St. Mary’s on 
Fairœeld, to honor and remember our loved ones, 
especially those who have died during this past year.  
Reception to follow in Mother Teresa Hall. 

Irish Catholic Organization Coming soon 
to Aiken! 
A new division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
(AOH) is forming in Aiken. The AOH is a Catholic 
Irish-American fraternal organization dedicated to 
promoting our Catholic faith, celebrating Irish 
heritage, and living our Motto of Friendship, Unity, 
and Christian Charity. All are invited to an 
informational meeting on October 30th at 6:00pm in 
Smith Hall. Members of the AOH will also be 
available after Masses on October 26th to answer 
any questions.  Questions? contact SC AOH State 
President Kevin Barnes at kevinmbarnes@gmail.com 

mailto:kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org
https://www.stmarysaiken.org/perpetualeucharistic-adoration
https://www.stmarysaiken.org/perpetualeucharistic-adoration
mailto:larue150@yahoo.com
mailto:kevinmbarnes@gmail.com
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THE WEEK AHEAD   

October 18 & 19 
Adoration Blitz       

and 
Baby bottle collection before/after all Masses  

in the Courtyard 
 

Sunday, October 19 
8:30am Mass                    Church 

9:45am Sunday Café     Mother Teresa 

11:00am Bilingual Mass                   Church 

1:00pm NO MASS in Spanish         
Monday, October 20 

9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry            Smith Hall 
11:45am Lunch & Learn Book Club                 Bosco 

1:00pm Rosary Makers     Mother Teresa 

4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Tuesday, October 21 
3:30pm GriefShare     Mother Teresa 

3:30pm Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall       
4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm  Mass          Old St. Mary 

6:00pm OCIA      Mother Teresa 

Wednesday, October 22 
8:20am School Mass       Church 

9:30am Bible Study   St. Michael Hall 
3:00pm Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 

6:00pm Journey of Hope    St. Michael Hall 
6:00pm SHE      Mother Teresa 

7:00pm Mass in Spanish                       Old St. Mary 

Thursday, October 23 
10:00am Fr. Kirby Mission Talk    Mother Teresa 

11:15am Bible Study              Smith Hall Down 

1:00pm Fr. Kirby Mission Talk        Old St. Mary 

4:45pm Confessions                Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

6:30pm Fr. Kirby Mission Talk        Old St. Mary 

Friday, October 24 
6:30am That Man is You     Mother Teresa 

4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Saturday, October 25 
8:00am Mass             Old St. Mary 

3:30pm Confessions     Church  
5:00pm Vigil Mass       Church 

Sunday, October 26 
8:30am Mass                    Church 

9:45am Sunday Café     Mother Teresa 

11:00am Mass                       Church 

1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 

Employment Opportunity: 
 

Parish Receptionist – Full Time 

Must be proœcient in MS Ofœce 365 and have a 
strong working knowledge of Canva and Publisher.  
Performs all secretarial duties related to the  efœcient 
functioning of the parish ofœce including but not 
limited to:  create the weekly bulletin; create all 
sacramental certiœcates and insure that sacraments 
received are recorded accurately in the sacramental 
register;  print ordos (worship aides) as needed; 
receive all new parishioner registration forms and 
enter them in the parish data system; order offering 
envelopes for new parishioners; enter event/activity 
reservation requests into the data base as requested; 
support our priests with routine secretarial/clerical 
requests;  assist paid staff and ministries; answer 
phones and redirect calls to appropriate staff; and 
respond to walk-in requests.  Must be a self-starter 
and function independently in the fulœlment of duties 
in the parish ofœce. 
This individual works under the direct supervision of 
the Pastor and Parish Administrator. Bilingual is  
preferred but not required.  

Contact Patrick Wray at 803.649.4777 ext. 112 

St. Mary Help of Christians  
Annual Parish Picnic  

Today!        1—3pm 

St. Vincent de Paul Thanksgiving baskets  
Dear Parishioners, 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner and we are 
again planning to assist those who are less fortunate 
by providing a Thanksgiving dinner.  If you are 
interested in helping please email or call Joe Tillman 
at jtill11@verizon.net, 410.371.5746 or Jane Phillips-

Tillman at tillman3js@live.com, 410.241.0647 to 
receive a family name, size and details.  The basket 
should be dropped off at the rear parking lot of 
Saint Angela Hall on Saturday, November 22 from 
8:00 to 9:30am.  If you cannot shop, monetary 
donations are always appreciated.   

St. Mary Help of Christians Rosary Makers 
Rosary Makers Ministry meets every 3rd Monday of 
the month in Mother Teresa Hall, at 1:00pm. Our 
next meeting is October 20th. Please come, 
participate in prayer, support, fellowship, and 
learning. It’s a wonderful ministry that can save a 
soul! Contact Doug McGuinness at 
dpmcg871@gmail.com or Sue Bursey 443.465.6504 

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 

Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 

mailto:jtill11@verizon.net
mailto:tillman3js@live.com
mailto:dpmcg871@gmail.com


Holy Baptism 

The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, November 16, 
2025 at 10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is 
necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please 
contact Chris Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  
Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation session as well.  Since godparents 
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the 
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing 
Catholics at whatever parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 

These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.   
For more information about First Holy Communion 
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.649.4777 ext. 103  
or mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
For more information about Confirmation contact 
Hannah Dickason at 615.638.7137 or 
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 

Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
November 1 — 11:00am in the church on Fairœeld St. 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the ofœce 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish ofœce at 803.649.4777 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 

Interested in learning about the Catholic faith? This 
coming Tuesday we will talk about The Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Mary is often a stumbling block to non-

Catholics. Come learn about devotion to Mary.  All 
are welcome. We meet Tuesdays 6:00 – 7:30pm in 
Mother Teresa Hall. Questions? Contact Mary Ellen 
Jackson at mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 

Contact:  Mrs. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Please sign up for our Conœrmation Program and 
Youth Ministry on the parish website under the 
Formation tab.   
Formation 
Confirmation 1 meets Tuesday evenings 

Confirmation 2 meets Sunday mornings.   
See our website or contact Hannah Dickason for our 
calendar. 
October 22 — Meeting for Parents of Confirmation  
  students.  
Youth Ministry 

October 19 — Parish Picnic (no Youth Night) 
October 26 —Youth Night 
November 1 — Please pray for our middle schoolers 
attending the Jr. High Rally, and for our high 
schoolers from the Diocesan Evangelization Team  
(E-Team) who are helping lead the event.  

More information about the Sacraments can be  
found on our parish website:   

www.stmarys-aiken.org  
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CCD 4K—Grade 6 

Today the Safe Environment lessons will be 
presented to the students. Parents are invited to join 
their children for these classes. Grades 4K – 6th 
grade are held in the St. Mary’s School classrooms on 
Sunday at 9:45 – 10:45am. We look forward to seeing 
you then! Questions? Contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

mailto:mjackson@charlestondiocese.org
mailto:mjackson@charlestondiocese.org


PTO 6th Annual Golf Tournament 
Join us on November 15 at Top Golf 
for the PTO's 6th Annual Golf 
Tournament!  Visit our website 
stmaryschoolaiken.com/support-sms/
golf.cfm or scan the QR code for more 
information! Lunch is included!  Not a 

golfer? Social tickets are available to eat, play mini-
golf and more! Sponsorship opportunities are also 
available! See you there and thank you for 
supporting SMS PTO!  

St. Mary’s Parish School 

118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Ofœce Hours:  7:30am to 3:30pm  Monday—Friday 
(when school is in session) 
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One Day Mission    This Thursday, Oct. 23!  
Fr. Jeffrey Kirby will give a one-day Mission at St. 
Mary’s on Living Discipleship in the modern world. 
He will give three talks. 
10:00am in Mother Teresa Hall. Living discipleship 
 within the family and as a Catholic Family  
1:00pm in Old St. Mary’s, Walking with Lord, Part 1 

6:15pm (after Mass) in Old St. Mary’s, Walking with 
 the Lord, Part 2. Check the parish website for 
 more information. 

CWA Rosary & Potluck Lunch    October 21 
All women of the parish are invited to join us on  
Tuesday, October 21 in praying the Rosary, and 
sharing some food, fellowship, and FUN! We will 
pray the Rosary at 11:30am in the new church, then 
go to Mother Teresa Hall for a potluck lunch and 
meeting, starting at 12:00noon. We will hear from a 
representative from Habitat for Humanity’s — 
Women’s Build, followed by a very special talk on 
Mary, Our Mother, by our Parochial Vicar, Fr. Michael 
Ghattas. Please check your inbox for an email from 
the Catholic Women’s Association (CWA), containing 
a link to sign-up for the potluck. For help signing up, 
or if you didn’t receive the email, please contact 
Janiece at janiece.driscoll@gmail.com  

Journey of Hope Program for Separated or 
Divorced Catholics 

Are your separated or divorced? The group meets 
Wednesdays in St. Michael Hall at 6:00–7:30pm. All 
are welcome to attend. Please join this encouraging 
program of strength and hope. Contact Mary Ellen  at 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or sign up at: 
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=2764513   

Play and Pray  
Parents & children (ages 0-5) are invited to a 
standing playdate  at  the Aiken County Library 
Tuesdays, 9-10:00am. We hope to see you there! 

That Man Is You (TMIY) 
Plan to join us on Friday mornings at 6:30am (doors 
open at 6:00am) for our 2025 Fall Semester in Mother 
Teresa Hall!  Join us for “The Light of Men”: There is 
but one source of all light – Jesus! He is the light 
shattering the darkness of our day. To be in the light 
is to allow God’s light to shine through you and 
become manifest in abundant virtue. “In Him was life 
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness has not overcome 
it” (John 1: 4-5). Please contact Chris Ascherman @ 
803.845.0568 or Derron Judd @ 803.439.2229 for 
more information! 

Cookies For Kairos 
“I was in prison and you visited me.”  Matt 25:36 

 

Kairos is a 3 1/2 day nondenominational short 
course in Christianity that will take place in Broad 
River State Prison for men, which is located outside 
of Columbia, from November 20th thru 23rd.  The 
Kairos Team distributes cookies to all of the 
residents during each of these days to show them 
Christ’s love.   That’s a lot of cookies.  Please donate 
store-bought cookies sealed in their original 
packaging, or donate money for us to buy 
them.  We will have a box in the Church Ofœce for 
your donations.  Please drop donations oȹ no later 
than 4:30pm, Tuesday, November 18th.  The prison is 
no longer allowing homemade cookies. Call Don 
Trapp at 803.979.0966 for info. Thank you so much. 

UsherTraining October 23 & 24 
Ushers and those interested in becoming an usher, 
please plan to attend one of two training sessions 
offered this week. We will have training Thursday & 
Friday, October 23 & 24 in St. Michael Hall at 6:15pm. 
All ushers should attend one session.  

Grief Support Group 

The group is open to all grieving people in our 
community, regardless of religious afœliation.  

Tuesdays, 3:30—5:00pm in Mother Teresa Hall  
(125 Union Street, SE)  

http://stmaryschoolaiken.com/support-sms/golf.cfm
http://stmaryschoolaiken.com/support-sms/golf.cfm
mailto:janiece.driscoll@gmail.com
mailto:mjackson@charlestondiocese.org
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=2764513


formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias  
se encuentran en la pagina tres (3) 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco  

Las lecturas para domingo, el 19 de octubre 
comienzan en la pagina 957 en el libro “Palabra y 
Eucharistía”  

Las Lecturas de las Escrituras del 19 al 26 
de octubre, 2025 
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Domingo:  Ex 17, 8-13             Sal 120, 1-8  
   2 Tim 3, 14—4, 2            Lc 18, 1-8 

Lunes:  Rom 4, 20-25        Lc 1, 69-75        Lc 12, 13-21 

Martes:  Rom 5, 12. 15. 17-21            Sal 39, 7-10. 17 

   Lc 12, 35-38 

Miércoles:  Rom 6, 12-18            Sal 123, 1-3. 4-8 

   Lc 12, 39-48 

Jueves:  Rom 6, 19-23           Sal 1, 1-4  y  6    
   Lc 12, 49-53 

Viernes:  Rom 7, 18-25             Sal 118, 66. 68. 76. 77. 
    93. 94             Lc 12, 54-59 

Sábado:  Rom 8, 1-11          Sal 23, 1-6          Lc 13, 1-9 

Domingo siguiente:  Eclo 35, 12-14, 16-18   
  Sal 33, 2-3. 17-19. 23         2 Tim 4, 6-8. 16-18 

   Lc 18, 9-14 ©LPi 

Continúacion del Espacio de Nuestro Párroco   

Picnic Parroquial 
¡Hoy! 19 de octubre 

1:00 al 3:00pm 
Después de la Misa Bilingüe a las 11:00am 

Misa de Recordación 
El Ministerio de Duelo anuncia la celebración de la 
Misa anual de Recordación el jueves 13 de 
noviembre a las 6:30pm en la iglesia St. Mary’s en 
Fairœeld, para honrar y recordar a nuestros seres 
queridos, especialmente a aquellos que han 
fallecido durante el último año. Despues de la Misa 
abrá una recepción posteriormente en el Salón 
Madre Teresa.  

La Voz Apacible y Suave de Dios 

Queridos hermanos  en Cristo: 
El viernes, alrededor de las 18:00, regresamos de 

nuestra peregrinación a Grecia y las islas griegas, 
siguiendo los pasos de San Pablo. Hubo tantos 
momentos destacados y bendiciones durante los 11 
días que es difícil reŔexionar sobre ellos y 
procesarlos: Atenas y la Acrópolis; el Areópago; 
Corinto; Éfeso; la Casa de la Virgen María; la isla de 
Patmos; el monasterio de San Juan; las islas de 
Creta y Santorini; los monasterios colgantes de 
Meteora; y Tesalónica. Fue una experiencia 
verdaderamente asombrosa contemplar las 
maravillas de la creación de Dios y reŔexionar sobre 
los viajes y el ministerio de San Pablo, quien fue 
usado por Dios para establecer la Iglesia primitiva. 

Por supuesto, durante el camino, tuvimos varios 
guías turísticos. Nos proporcionaron un dispositivo 
Whisper-Jet para los oídos. Esto les permitió 
comunicarse con nosotros en voz baja mientras 
pasábamos por una iglesia, un monasterio o un 
museo. Podíamos oír la voz de la guía, y su voz no 
interrumpía a los demás grupos que también 
recorrían el sitio. 

Y... si te alejabas demasiado del grupo, recibías 
un mensaje automático en el oído que decía: "Estás 
demasiado lejos del grupo. Por favor, regrese al 
grupo". Escuchar este mensaje durante nuestra 
peregrinación me recordó que todos somos 
peregrinos aquí en la tierra, cada uno con la 
esperanza de que nuestro viaje nos lleve al cielo 
para vivir con Cristo para siempre en el amor de la 
Santísima Trinidad. 

Se me ocurrió que sería útil que cada uno tuviera 
un dispositivo Whisper-Jet en el oído que nos 
ayudara en nuestro viaje. Uno que, si empezámos a 
alejarnos de la Iglesia, nos susurrara al oído: "Estás 
demasiado lejos de la Santa Madre Iglesia. Por favor, 
regresa a la Iglesia". ¿No sería un recordatorio 
poderoso y útil? 

Y, sin embargo, si somos honestos con nosotros 
mismos, sabemos que tenemos un sistema que lo 
hace por nosotros. Desde el bautismo, tenemos al 
Espíritu Santo, la Tercera Persona de la Santísima 
Trinidad, quien nos guía y nos habla. «Igualmente, el 
mismo Espíritu viene en ayuda de nuestra debilidad 
porque no sabemos orar como es debido; pero es 
Espíritu intercede por nosotros con gemidos 
inefables. Y el que sondea los corazones conoce el 
deseo del Espíritu y sabe que su intercesión en favor 
de los santos está de acuerdo con la voluntad 
divina.» (Romanos 8,26-27). 

Y a principios de octubre, al celebrar la Fiesta de 
los Santos Ángeles Custodios, recordamos que cada 
uno de nosotros tiene un Ángel de la Guarda que 
será nuestro guía personal en nuestro camino al cie-
lo... si escuchamos. 

¡Escuchemos atentamente la voz apacible y deli-
cada de Dios en nuestras vidas! 

Les deseo lo mejor en Cristo, 
Padre Wilson 

          El Espacio de Nuestro Párroco continúa en la  
                columna dos de esta página 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El Bautismo es un regalo de vida nueva! 
Para bautizar en Sta. María, al menos uno de los 
padres debe ser católico practicante, asistir a Misa y 
estar registrado en la parroquia por lo menos 3 
meses antes de pedir fecha. Ambos padres deben 
tomar clases pre-bautismales. Los padrinos deben 
ser católicos practicantes. 

Próximas clases: 2 y 9 de noviembre 2025 

Registro requerido.   
Contacto: Reyna Salas – 404.886.5653 

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
¡Los Sacramentos fortalecen nuestra fe! 
Padres y niños deben estar registrados en Sta. María 
y asistir œelmente a Misa. 
Niños fuera de la escuela católica deben completar 
al menos dos años de formación cristiana y cumplir 
con la asistencia. 
Para más información sobre la Primera Comunión, 
contactarse con  Mary Ellen Jackson al 803.649.4777 
ext. 103 o a mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
Para más información sobre la Conœrmación, 
contactarse con Hannah Dickason al 615.638.7137 o 
a hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y œeles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Para registrarse y obtener más información por favor 
comuníquese con Sonia Jimenes 803.508.5370 

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113 

Sagrado Sacramentos Próxima Fecha de Bautismo en Español 
8 de noviembre 2025 a las 11:00am 

en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield 

•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo deben 
haber sido completadas  
•   Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
803.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos  
(RICA)    Los Martes a las 7:00pm 
Todos están invitados a las Clases de RICA. Nos 
reunimos los martes en el Salón Smith Hall a las 
7:00pm. Para más información, contacte a Omar o 
Mercedith Cardona 706.231.5253. Este espacio está 
abierto a toda la comunidad.  

 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Ministerio Católico para Jóvenes 
Contacto:  Sra. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Por favor inscríbanse en nuestro Programa de 
Conœrmación y ministerio juvenil en la página web 
de la parroquia, bajo la pestaña Formación. 
Formación 
Conœrmación 1 se reúne los martes por la tarde y 
Conœrmación 2 los domingos por la mañana. 
Pueden consultar nuestro calendario en la página 
web o comunicarse con Hannah Dickason. 
Youth Ministry 

19 de octubre — Picnic parroquial (no hay Noche de 
Juventud)  
26 de octubre — Noche de juventud 

1 de noviembre — Por favor, oren por nuestros 
estudiantes de secundaria que asistirán al Rally de 
Secundaria, y por nuestros estudiantes de 
preparatoria del Equipo Diocesano de 
Evangelización (E-Team) que estarán ayudando a 
dirigir el evento. 

CCD 
Hoy se presentarán las lecciones de Ambiente 
Seguro a los estudiantes. Los padres están invitados 
a acompañar a sus hijos en estas clases. Las clases 
de los grados 4K a 6º  se llevan a cabo en las aulas 
de la Escuela St. Mary el domingo de 9:45 a 
10:45am. ¡Esperamos verlos entonces! ¿Preguntas? 
Contacte a Mary Ellen Jackson en 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org  

Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl 
 

Para alimentos o asistencia œnanciera, llame al 
803.642.3211. Abierto de lunes a jueves de 
9:00am a 1:00pm. Cerrado los viernes. 
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Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl 

Para alimentos o asistencia ȼnanciera, llame al 
803.642.3211. Abierto de lunes a jueves de 9:00am a 
1:00pm. Cerrado los viernes. 

EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 

Domingo, 19 de octubre 

8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 

10:00am Quinceañera Preparación       Smith 

11:00am Misa Bilingüe         Iglesia 

1:00pm  No Hay Misa en español             
Lunes, 20 de octubre  
4:45pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 

6:00pm  Legión de María                    Smith 
7:00pm  Pequeña Comunidad        Santa Teresa 

Martes, 21 de octubre 
4:45pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa               Iglesia Antigua 

6:30pm  RICA                                 Smith  
7:00pm  Ese Hombre Eres Tú             San Miguel 
Miércoles, 22 de octubre 
8:20am              Misa escolar           Iglesia 

6:15pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 

7:00pm  Misa en español      Iglesia Antigua 

Jueves, 23 de octubre  
4:45pm  Confesiones         Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 

7:30pm  Grupo de Oración          Iglesia Antiqua 

Viernes, 24 de octubre 
4:45pm  Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 

7:00pm  Grupo de Matrimonio       Smith 

Sábado, 25 de octubre 

8:00am  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 

3:30pm  Confesiones       Iglesia 

5:00pm  Misa de Vigilia                    Iglesia 

Domingo, 26 de octubre 

8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 

10:00am Quinceañera Preparación       Smith 

11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 

11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 

Escuela Parroquial de Santa María  
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Sr. Carlos Overstreet, Director  
803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

6º Torneo Anual de Golf del PTO 
¡Acompáñanos el 15 de noviembre en 
Top Golf para el 6º Torneo Anual de 
Golf del PTO! Visita nuestro sitio web 
stmaryschoolaiken.com/support-sms/
golf.cfm o escanea el código QR para 
más información. ¡El almuerzo está 

incluido!  ¿No juegas golf? ¡También hay boletos 
sociales disponibles para comer, jugar mini-golf y 
mucho más! ¡También contamos con oportunidades 
de patrocinio! 
¡Nos vemos allí y gracias por apoyar al PTO de SMS! 

Horario de Oœcina: 7:30am a 3:30pm lunes a viernes 
(cuando la escuela está en sesión)  

Alcoholicos Anonimos (AA) 
1889 Columbia Highway, N. Aiken, SC 29805 

Telefono: 214.903.1812 

        7:00pm Todos los domingos. 

Confesiones de los Domingos Descontinuadas 
Como saben, la Misa es la “fuente y cumbre de 
nuestra fe”, pues de la Misa recibimos la Santísima 
Eucaristía: Cuerpo, Sangre, Alma y Divinidad.  

En el poco tiempo disponible entre la Misa de 
las 11:00am y la de la 1:00pm, simplemente no hay 
tiempo suœciente para que las personas puedan 
hacer una buena confesión y para que el sacerdote 
las escuche adecuadamente y les ofrezca la 
absolución. Ese corto tiempo disponible convierte la 
situación en algo muy estresante para el sacerdote 
que escucha confesiones. Más importante aún, al 
escuchar confesiones entre las Misas, el sacerdote no 
tiene el tiempo necesario para prepararse 
debidamente para la Misa de la 1pm. Un sacerdote 
debe tener tiempo para orar y prepararse para el 
Santo Sacriœcio de la Misa. 

A partir del primer domingo de octubre, ya no 
habrá confesiones antes de la Misa de la 1:00pm. 
Seguiremos teniendo confesiones disponibles seis 
días a la semana. Por favor, consulte el boletín y el 
sitio web para ver el horario completo de 
confesiones. Y, por supuesto, el Padre Ghattas y yo 
estamos disponibles para confesión con cita previa. 
¡Que todos nosotros, por la gracia de Dios, vivamos 
constantemente en estado de gracia! 

                          Padre Wilson 
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“La Santa Misa es el acto más sagrado y divino de la 
Iglesia.”   – San Francisco de Asís  
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Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning

Stephen Anaclerio
Financial Advisor
One 10th Street Suite 600
Augusta, GA 30901

803-642-7044
Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com
© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
CRC897562 06/14

CALL FOR 
A FREE 

ESTIMATE

(803) 
634-3566

• MOWING, TRIMMING, BLOWING  
& WEEDING • DEBRIS REMOVAL

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Kitchen: 10am - 6pm    Store: 10am - 7pm 

Open Mon. - Sat.: 10 am - 7pm
2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken

803-648-0403

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

md-medalert.com

$1995

Starting At

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
CALL  

NOW!

At Rural Health Services, we’re dedicated to providing top-quality healthcare 
that is accessible and affordable for everyone. Whether you need routine check-
ups, specialized care, or dental services; our compassionate team is here to 
meet your needs. Conveniently located and committed to the well-being of our 
community, we’re your trusted partner and Patient-Centered Medical Home.

1. QUALITY   2. CONVENIENCE   3. AFFORDABILITY 1. CALIDAD   2. CONVENIENCIA   3. ASEQUIBILIDAD

En Rural Health Services, nos dedicamos a brindar atención médica de alta calidad que 
sea accesible y asequible para todos. Ya sea que necesite chequeos de rutina, atención 
especializada o servicios dentales; Nuestro compasivo equipo está aquí para satisfacer sus 
necesidades. Convenientemente ubicados y comprometidos con el bienestar de nuestra 
comunidad, somos su socio de confianza y su hogar médico centrado en el paciente.

WHY CHOOSE US? ¿POR QUÉ ELEGIRNOS?

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
	

	 3066 Whiskey Rd 
	 Aiken, SC 29803
	 Bus 803-648-2973 
	 Fax 803-335-2273
	 Cell 803-295-6894
	 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

347-331-2854
Grace.DePompo@exprealty.com

Lic# 137237S

GRACE DEPOMPO
EXP realtor

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

REMEMBER
The Unborn

Jer 1:5
liferunners.org

Parishioner

As a CFP® Fiduciary Client’s Interest Always Come First

William Coscioni CFP®, CPA

803-644-0701
• Financial Planning • Investment Management

• Tax Planning & Preparation
“A Registered Investment Advisor”
(Fee only - No product commissions accepted)

910 Dougherty Road, Aiken, SC 29803 | www.wealthcare910.com
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LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Steve Conn

SConn@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x2101

924 Hayne Ave. Aiken
803-642-3456

ShellhouseFuneralHome.com

715 East Pine Log Rd. Aiken
803-641-4401

ShellhouseRiversFuneralHome.com

Aiken’s Only Onsite Crematory*

FREDandKT@gmail.com

KT RUTHVEN
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-617-9356

FRED WICKS
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-645-3543

www.smithpeoplesfuneralhome.com

“Since 1881”

Catholic Owned & Operated

Cremation From $1,045

Burial From $4,825

706-724-1885
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BRADLEY PLUMBING

& HEATING, INC.

150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President	 FAX: 642-2963

Ellen E. Miller llc

Licensed Marriage & Family �erapist

203 Laurens St.

Aiken, SC 29801

803.643.0173

By Appt. Only

Cathy Brennan
Vice President

Cell: 803-439-1357
E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801

Parishioner

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com

803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676
Call for an appointment

135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344

Aiken’s newest senior living community
	 Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,
	 and love. Providing assisted living
	 and memory care services.
	 Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

• No Repairs or Appraisal Needed 
• We also Cover All Closing Costs and Fees

Call: 706-631-8575 • omalarealty.com
email: propertybuyers@omalarealty.com

We Buy Houses 
for Cash in  

Any Condition

Carrie Katonak
Hair Specialist

Book your appointment (803) 221-5946

DayBreakAiken.com  ❤  803-226-0288 

24/7 Care | Respite Care | Alzheimer’s & Related Dementia Care

Grocery Shopping | Light Housekeeping | Laundry | Meal Preparation

Hospital/Facility Sitting | Companionship | Transportation

Home Health/Palliative/Hospice Support | Errands

Medication Reminders | Bathing Assistance | Dressing Assistance

1028 Hayne  

Avenue SW 

Aiken, SC 29801

Surgical Associates
Wayne T. Frei, M.D., FACS

General and Laparoscopic Surgery

Diplomate, American Board of Surgery

410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310

Phone: 803.648.1318

1860 Richland Avenue West

803-226-0495

Gift 

Certificates 

Available

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

	 Monday – Friday:
	 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

	 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
	  Aiken, SC

	 803-648-6400

	 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Residential & Commercial Interior Design

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA
158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
	SUSAN VICTOR		  SUE SHANNON
	Co-Owner/Interior Designer	 Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance

Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141

info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266
460 Silver Bluff Rd.

Steve Young

Owner

Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

mary@marycampbelllaw.com 
149 Chesterfield St South, Aiken, SC 29801 

Areas of Practice Include:
            (Se Habla Español)

Main 
803-642-4450

Immigration 
803-226-0072

Real Estate, Loan, HELOC Transactions 
 Uncontested Divorce | Name Change 

 Mediation (Civil & Family)  

Immigration Law

Parishioner


