
ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH — SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 



Welcome to St. Mary Help of Christians Parish 
Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary Help of Christians your 
parish, we encourage you to register as a member.  You may fill out and submit the form online, or print 
the form from the website and return it to the parish office. 

Contact Us 
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 
Parish Office Street/Mailing Address:   
203 Park Avenue SE, Aiken, SC 29801 
Phone:  803.649.4777               
email:  
ParishOfficeStMaryAiken@charlestondiocese.org 
Website:  www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Locations 
St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 
 

8:30am – 12noon - 1:00pm – 4:30pm 

Closed for lunch from 12noon – 1:00pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am –1:30pm 
(by appointment only after 1:30pm on Wednesdays)   
 

Holy Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am  
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 
 

Confessions 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wed. 6:15—6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
Sunday  12:30pm - Spanish - Church 
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 
 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 
 

Sunday Homilies Online 
Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on St. Mary’s website at www.stmarys-
aiken.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the home page 
and click on “Listen to Homilies”. 

Nursery - Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday 
Masses in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 
months to less than 5 years.   
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The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 
Bishop of Charleston 
 

Parish Clergy  

 

Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 
Rev. Michael Ghattas, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon       Dcn. Al Matousek          
Dcn. Robert Pierce                           Dcn. Stephen Platte 
 

Staff 

 

Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 
  803.649.4777 ext. 112 
  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
   to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
   kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet,  Principal, St. Mary’s School     
  803.649.2071  coverstreet@stmaryschoolaiken.com 
 

Mr. Richard Yarshen, Finance Manager 
   803.649.4777 ext. 104 
   ryarshen@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
   803.649.4777 ext. 113 
   fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Adriana Galvan,  Hispanic Secretary 
   803.649.4777 ext. 100   
   agalvan@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA 
   Director of  Religious Education  
   803.649.4777 ext. 103  
   mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Hannah Dickason,  Director of Youth Ministry 
   615.638.7137 (c)    
   hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
   706.550.5047 (c) 
   fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Colleen Snyder, Sacristan 
   518.524.4464 
   csnyder@charlestondiocese.org   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or financial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                          
Closed On Fridays 



Totals as of Sunday, September 7, 2025 Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

AA Open Meeting 
AA open meeting at 7:00am Sunday thru Friday in 
Smith Hall, Downstairs (next to Old St. Mary’s 
church).  Newcomers are welcome! 
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Have You Signed Up for Online Giving with 
Our Parish? 
Here are some ways Online Giving benefits you: 
• Secure and Confidential —  Adheres to banking 

security standards 
• Flexible — Start, stop, or change your 

contributions at any time 
• Simple to Sign Up: 
      1.  Go to St. Mary’s website at  
  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
      2.  Click on “GIVING” and then “SUNDAY” 
      3.  Make your selections 
      4.  You can also make special collection  
            choices online 
• Contributions are via direct withdrawal or credit 

online 
If you need assistance, or to discontinue online 
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886. The Parish 
Finance Council recommends monthly frequency 
for the Sunday offering to minimize transaction fees. 

Envelope/Cash Offertory   Aug. 31      $ 25,283 
Online Offertory for           Aug. 31      $ 13,449 
Envelope/Cash Offertory   Sept. 7        $ 14,099 
Online Offertory for           Sept. 7        $ 17,974 
 

Total Annual Budget   $ 2,118,675 

The Parish Finance Council has completed its 
review of the annual financial statements for FY 
2024-2025 and approved these at their August 
21, 2025 meeting. The FY 2024-2025 Annual 
Financial Statements and the FY 2025-2026 
Budget for both St. Mary Help of Christians 
Parish and School are available for review on the 
church website. Hard copies may be requested 
at the Parish office. 

Gift Shop Hours 
Hours: Sundays 9:00am — 1:00pm and the first 
weekend of every month after Saturday 5:00pm and 
Sunday 1:00pm Masses as well as regular hours. 

Seeking: Director of Religious Education  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 As most of you know, Mary Ellen Jackson, our 
Director of Religious Education is retiring in 
December after many years of service to our parish. 
Accordingly, we are currently seeking a qualified, faith
-filled individual to serve as our next Director of 
Religious Education (DRE). This is a vital leadership 
role in our parish, responsible for overseeing the 
formation of children and adults in the Catholic faith. 

 The Director of Religious Education will 
coordinate our religious education programs, 
including sacramental preparation for First 
Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, and 
Confirmation, as well as faith formation for children 
not enrolled in Catholic schools. The DRE also 
supports adult faith formation and collaborates with 
our clergy, staff, and volunteer catechists to ensure 
that all members of our parish are growing in their 
knowledge and love of Christ and His Church. 

We are looking for someone who is: 

• A practicing Catholic in good standing with the 
Church 

• Passionate about sharing the faith with people of 
all ages 

• Experienced in catechetical ministry and program 
development 

• Organized, reliable, and able to work 
collaboratively with others 

• Familiar with Church teaching and open to 
ongoing formation 

 This is a paid position, and we invite both 
experienced educators and those with strong 
pastoral gifts and leadership skills to apply. A degree 
or certificate in theology, religious education, or a 
related field is preferred, but not required. 

 If you — or someone you know — may be 
interested in this opportunity, please contact the 
parish office for more information or to request a full 
job description. Resumes and letters of interest may 
be submitted by email or in person. 

 Please pray that the Holy Spirit will guide us to 
the right person to fill this critical role in our parish.  

 “I will go peaceably and firmly to the Catholic 
Church; for if Faith is so important to our salvation, I 
will seek it where true Faith first began, seek it among 
those who received it from God Himself.”  

                                                   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton    

 All the best…in Christ, 

Father Wilson  



Readings for September 14 — 21, 2025 

Sunday, Sept  14 readings begin on page 1164 of 
the  Word & Eucharist books found in the pews. 

Holy Mass Intentions    

Sunday, Sept. 14 
8:30am  Paul Strycharz 
11:00am Anne Flanagan 
1:00pm Pro Populo 
Monday, Sept. 15 
5:30pm Fr. Michael  
  Ghattas (L) 
Tuesday, Sept. 16 
5:30pm Linda Carr 
Wednesday, Sept. 17 
8:20am Willingness to  
  Forgive 
7:00pm  Jose Luis Estrada 
   Perez 
Thursday, Sept. 18 
5:30pm  Donna Swann 
 

Friday, Sept. 19 
5:30pm Marguerite Bien 

Saturday, Sept. 20 
8:00am  Mary Drachenberg 
5:00pm  Kathleen Wallis 
  Carol Reeve 
  Helen Werner 
  Lou Ann Ainsworth 
  Roger Heath 
  All the Souls in Purgatory 
Sunday, Sept. 21 
8:30am  Pro Populo 
11:00am Sophie 

Vanderbeck 
1:00pm Nestor Romero 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  
in Ste Claire Chapel 

 

Want to try a weekly holy hour with Jesus? 
“Could you not keep watch for one hour?”  

                            Mk. 14:37  
 

Try sharing your time with Jesus in a weekly holy 
hour, and you’ll understand why 400 fellow 
parishioners have one or more hours every week!  
To find your hour, please visit: https://
www.stmarysaiken.org/perpetual-eucharistic-
adoration, or contact the appropriate Divisional 
Leader: 
12 Mdnt.- 6:00am    Tom Henry       803.642.6893 
6:00am -12 Noon    Ken Boucher    803.226.4639 
12 Noon - 6:00pm   Janice Suhrer   803.645.6105 
6:00pm - 12 Mdnt.   Joan Pate          803.226.0263 

Deaths/Difuntos:   
August 29  Joan  G. McGinty 
September 2   Cynthia Rice 
September 6 Thomas Victor Malinowski 

Sunday:  Nm 21:4b-9            Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38    
   Phil 2:6-11         Jn 3:13-17  
Monday:  1 Tm 2:1-8       Ps 28:2, 7-9         Jn 19:25-27 
   or Lk 2:33-35 
Tuesday:  1 Tm 3:1-13             Ps 101:1b-3ab, 5-6 
   Lk 7:11-17  
Wednesday:  1 Tm 3:14-16            Ps 111:1-6 
   Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday:  1 Tm 4:12-16          Ps 111:7-10 
   Lk 7:36-50 
Friday:   1 Tm 6:2c-12          Ps 49:6-10, 17-20 
   Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:  1 Tm 6:13-16       Ps 100:1b-5       Lk 8:4-15 
Next Sunday:  Am 8:4-7            Ps 113:1-2, 4-8  
   1 Tm 2:1-8     Lk 16:1-13  or  16:10-13 ©LPi 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Starts this Tuesday, September 16.  The group is 
open to all grieving people in our community, 
regardless of religious affiliation.  
Meetings are held Tuesdays, 3:30—5:00pm in Mother 
Teresa Hall (125 Union Street, SE).   
Sept. 16 – Loss of Spouse.   Sept. 23 — The regular 
13-week GriefShare program begins. 
Nov. 18 — Surviving the Holidays. A one time class. 
Workbook fee is $20. Register in person at St. Mary 
parish office or at www.griefshare.org/findagroup 
Contact Karen at vanderen@charlestondiocese.org 

“I will turn their mourning into joy; I will console and 
gladden them after their sorrows” Jer. 31:13 

The Knights of Columbus Essay Contest 
The Knights of Columbus Council 3684 of Aiken, SC, is inviting 8th to 12th grade students from St. Mary Help of 
Christians, St. Gerard, and Our Lady of the Valley to enter an essay contest. Prizes for each grade are $50 for 1st 
place, $25 for 2nd place, and $25 for 3rd place. Deadline for submission is Friday 10 October 2025 by 

 5:00pm  For more details contact Bob Anzuoni at robert.p.anzuoni@gmail.com or visit 
 www.aikenkofc3684.org Page 3 

Altar Flower Donation    
Altar flowers for Sunday, September 14th were 
donated by Babs and Joe DePalermo in loving 
memory of Babs' mother, Flo Massey.  

A Teaching Mass  
The Eucharistic Sacrifice (the Mass) is the source and 
summit of the whole Christian life. (Lumen Gentium 
11, quoted in CCC 1324) Have you wondered about 
all those gestures the priest makes at Mass? Or about 
the vestments he wears? Fr. Wilson will explain the 
Mass in the talk A Teaching Mass, to be held in Old 
St. Mary on Saturday, September  20th at 11:0am. 
Mark your calendars! It is sure to be enlightening. 

She Shall Be Called Woman (SHE) 
 

Join us for faith, fellowship, and food 
Wednesdays at 6:00pm — in Mother Teresa Hall 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.stmarysaiken.org%2fperpetual-eucharistic-adoration%2c&c=E,1,CvS0wdsHfR7ds1lAM-k9MoCI02WgTeEd0ULvkrlJCwKUIvz2ebLVTRuTOuIKuRtK8y6kt6FVJuBIqvZxwiTsEL69wrhRrWD_ZOXL9tqcXJHw1hnQHd0FZ1jSKtIp&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.stmarysaiken.org%2fperpetual-eucharistic-adoration%2c&c=E,1,CvS0wdsHfR7ds1lAM-k9MoCI02WgTeEd0ULvkrlJCwKUIvz2ebLVTRuTOuIKuRtK8y6kt6FVJuBIqvZxwiTsEL69wrhRrWD_ZOXL9tqcXJHw1hnQHd0FZ1jSKtIp&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.stmarysaiken.org%2fperpetual-eucharistic-adoration%2c&c=E,1,CvS0wdsHfR7ds1lAM-k9MoCI02WgTeEd0ULvkrlJCwKUIvz2ebLVTRuTOuIKuRtK8y6kt6FVJuBIqvZxwiTsEL69wrhRrWD_ZOXL9tqcXJHw1hnQHd0FZ1jSKtIp&typo=1&ancr_add=1
http://www.griefshare.org/find
mailto:robert.p.anzuoni@gmail.com
http://www.aikenkofc3684.org


Holy Baptism 
The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, September 21, 
2025 at 10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is 
necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please 
contact Chris Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  
Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation session as well.  Since godparents 
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the 
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing 
Catholics at whatever parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 
These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.   
For more information about First Holy Communion 
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.649.4777 ext. 103  
or mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
For more information about Confirmation contact 
Hannah Dickason at 615.638.7137 or 
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
October 4 — 11:00am in the church on Fairfield St. 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the office 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish office at 803.649.4777 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 

Interested in learning about the Catholic faith? This 
coming Tuesday we will discuss Encountering Jesus 
in the Scriptures.  We meet Tuesdays at 6:00 – 7:30pm 
in Mother Teresa Hall at 125 Union Street. All are 
invited! For more information, contact Mary Ellen 
Jackson at mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Contact:  Mrs. Hannah Katherine Dickason 
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Formation 
Please sign up for our Confirmation Program on the 
parish website by selecting “Confirmation” under the 
Formation tab.   
September 14 — First Day of Second Year 
 Confirmation Classes 
September 16 — First Day of First Year Confirmation 
 Classes 

Youth Ministry 
September 14 — Youth Group Kick-off 
September 21 — Youth Night 
September 28 — Youth Night 
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More information about the Sacraments can be 
found on our parish website:   

www.stmarys-aiken.org  

CCD 4K—Grade 6  
CCD starts today — don’t be late! Classes for grades 
4K – 6th grade will be held in St. Mary’s School 
classrooms on Sundays at 9:45–10:45am. We look 
forward to seeing you then! 
Questions?  Contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

Hispanic Food Bazaar (Kermes) 
Come!  Enjoy your favorite Mexican foods! 

TODAY! SEPT. 14  12—3pm  
in St. Angela Hall 

Cost depends on food selected.  
Please join us!  

All procedes support the parish.  

mailto:mjackson@charlestondiocese.org
mailto:mjackson@charlestondiocese.org


40 Days for Life Columbia Kickoff Rally 
Please join Father Wilson and the Aiken Life Runners 
at the Columbia Planned Parenthood (2712 
Middleburg Dr. Columbia, SC 29204) for prayer on 
Friday, September 26 at 7:00pm to kickoff the Fall 40 
Days for Life campaign.  For more information call 

803.634.3171  
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THE WEEK AHEAD   

Sunday, September 14 
8:30am Mass                    Church 
9:45am Café                   Mother Teresa 
11:00am Mass                       Church 
12:00pm Kermes              St. Angela 
1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 
Monday, September 15 
9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry                    Smith 
11:45am Lunch & Learn Book Club                 Bosco 
1:00pm Rosary Makers                      Mother Teresa 
4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 
5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 
Tuesday, September 16 
3:30pm GriefShare     Mother Teresa 
3:30pm Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall       
4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 
5:30pm  Mass          Old St. Mary 
6:00pm OCIA      Mother Teresa 
Wednesday, September 17 
8:20am School Mass       Church 
9:30am Bible Study   St. Michael Hall 
10:00am FIAT Hm. School Co-op    Mother Teresa 
1:00pm Millions of Monicas                 Old St. Mary 
3:00pm Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
6:00pm SHE       Mother Teresa 
6:00pm Journey of Hope    St. Michael Hall 
7:00pm Mass in Spanish                       Old St. Mary 
Thursday, September 18 
11:15am Bible Study              Smith Hall Down 
4:45pm Confessions                Old St. Mary 
5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 
5:30pm CWA Opening Dinner        Mother Teresa 
Friday, September 19 
6:30am That Man is You     Mother Teresa 
4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 
5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 
Saturday, September 20 
8:00am Mass             Old St. Mary 
11:00am Teaching Mass         Old St. Mary 
3:30pm Confessions     Church  
5:00pm Vigil Mass       Church 
Sunday, September 21 
8:30am Mass                    Church 
10:00am Baptism Prep. Class                            Smith 
11:00am Mass                       Church 
1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 
Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 

Employment Opportunities: 

Parish Receptionist – Full Time 

Must be proficient in MS Office 365 and have a 
strong working knowledge of Canva and Publisher.  
Performs all secretarial duties related to the  efficient 
functioning of the parish office including but not 
limited to:  create the weekly bulletin; create all 
sacramental certificates and insure that sacraments 
received are recorded accurately in the sacramental 
register;  print ordos (worship aides) as needed; 
receive all new parishioner registration forms and 
enter them in the parish data system; order offering 
envelopes for new parishioners; enter event/activity 
reservation requests into the data base as requested; 
support our priests with routine secretarial/clerical 
requests;  assist paid staff and ministries; answer 
phones and redirect calls to appropriate staff; and 
respond to walk-in requests.  Must be a self-starter 
and function independently in the fulfilment of duties 
in the parish office. 
This individual works under the direct supervision of 
the Pastor and Parish Administrator. Bilingual is  
preferred but not required.  
Contact Patrick Wray at 803.649.4777 ext. 112. 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 

The parish is in need of a servant’s heart for our 
Director of Religious Education position to continue 
the vital responsibility of educating the community in 
the Faith.  This includes being the CCD Director, 
Adult Formation Coordinator, and OCIA Director. 

 

Position Summary: The DRE is a full-time position 
responsible for the growth and management of the 
religious education program within the community. 
The successful candidate will have: experience with 
maintaining and organizing student records as they 
move through the program; experience with 
development and implementation of curriculum 
across multiple ages; and the ability to find guest 
speakers, organize retreats, penance services and 
volunteer opportunities. Offering resources to foster 
religious education and practices within the home is 
also very important. Moreover, the candidate will 
need to exude joy in their faith to foster an 
environment that families want to be part of at St. 
Mary Help of Christians parish. For more details call 

the parish office, 803.649.4777 Ext. 103 or  visit  
 

https://charlestondiocese.org/job/director-of-
religious-education/ 



Millions of Monicas 
Join other Catholic women, who like St. Monica, pray 
for our children and grandchildren to return to the 
practice of their Catholic faith. Our mission is to 
encounter God through prayer for ourselves and our 
children, to grow in holiness and humility, and to help 
our children return to the faith. We meet on 
Wednesday, September 17 at 1:00pm in Old St. 
Mary's.  If you have not signed up for Flocknote, 
please do so, and join the Millions of Monicas group 
to receive a monthly reminder of our prayer meeting. 

St. Mary’s Parish School 
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Employment Opportunity 
Full-Time 3k-8th Grade STEM TEACHER 
• Special consideration will be given to applicants 
with the following areas of expertise: project-based 
learning, robotics, coding, engineering, information 
technology, 3D printing, physical science, and 
natural science.  
• Must be able to manage students of all ages in a 
hands-on environment, and collaborate with 
other teachers.  
• Responsible for preparing and dissembling labs, 

and seeking grant opportunities. 
Qualified applicants should send a cover letter and 
resume to office@stmaryschoolaiken.com. 

Back-to-School Blessing 
 

As we began a new school 
year, Fr. Ghattas offered us a 
special blessing for our 
campus, students, and staff. 
He walked through the entire 
school, sprinkling holy water in 
the classrooms, hallways, and 
gathering spaces for all who 

will learn and grow here this year. 

Office Hours:  7:30am to 3:30pm  Monday—Friday 
(when school is in session) 

Journey of Hope  
Are your separated or divorced?  Journey of Hope 
Divorced Catholic Program. All are invited to attend. 
The group starts on Wednesday October 1st in St. 
Michael Hall at 6:00–7:30pm. All are welcome. “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” (Jer. 29:11) Please join 
this encouraging program of strength and hope. 
Questions? contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or sign up here:  
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=2764513 

You Are Not Alone: A One-Day Retreat for 
Those Grieving a Pregnancy Loss 
St. Mary on the Hill Parish is hosting a one day 
retreat for anyone who has experienced a 
pregnancy loss.  September 20,  8:00am—4:30pm,  St. 
Mary on the Hill Parish Hall — $30/per person  
(includes lunch).  
Contact Theresa Christie at 706.399.2670 or 
tlcsouth@me.com  or  Susan McArthur at 
706.231.7003 or mcarthurofs2015@gmail.com  

Pray & Play 
Families with young children! Join us and other 
families for a monthly First Friday Family Dinner. 
October 3rd at 5:00pm. For more details, text Grace 
Przywara: 706.993.8004  

Wednesday Bible Study  
We are studying Pope Francis’ final encyclical: 
“Dilexit Nos: On the Human and Divine Love of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus”. We meet on Wednesday’s, 
9:30—11:00am in St. Michael Hall. All are welcome. 
Contact Martha Whittingham at whittimp@gmail.com  
or 865.599.8473.  Come early to socialize before the 
class begins! 

Catholic Women’s Association (CWA) Fall 
Kick-Off Dinner! 
All women of the parish are invited to attend our 
annual Fall Kick-Off Dinner on Thursday, September 
18, in Mother Teresa Hall. Doors open at 5:30pm, 
with dinner being served after Mass.  
Dinner will be catered by What’s Cookin’ with your 
choice of:  Shepard’s Pie or Chicken Florentine. 
Green salad and dinner roll. Desserts will be 
provided by the ladies of CWA. Please bring a 
dessert to share. 
New this year, all of our General Meetings will feature 
a Marian presentation on the theme, “Do you know 
Mary, like I know Mary?” Please join us for a very 
special presentation on Our Lady of Guadalupe, by 
our very own inspirational speaker, Kathy Monahan. 
On display will be a third-class relic image of Our 
Lady, that has been touched to the tilma in Mexico 
City, and which also has a small amount of the soil 
from Tepeyac Hill, where Our Lady appeared. 
Please RSVP to Kathy Newland at 
kathynewland77@gmail.com, or 803.646.4976, with 
your dinner choice, by Monday, September15. There 
is no cost for the dinner, but donations will be greatly 
appreciated.  
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Se busca: Director/a de Educación Religiosa 
Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo: 
   Como muchos de ustedes saben, Mary Ellen 
Jackson, nuestra Directora de Educación Religiosa, 
se jubilará en diciembre después de muchos años de 
servicio a nuestra parroquia. Por lo tanto, estamos 
buscando actualmente a una persona calificada y 
llena de fe para desempeñarse como nuestra 
próxima Directora o Director de Educación Religiosa 
(DRE). Este es un rol de liderazgo vital en nuestra 
parroquia, responsable de supervisar la formación 
de niños y adultos en la fe católica. 
   El/la Director/a de Educación Religiosa coordinará 
nuestros programas de educación religiosa, 
incluyendo la preparación sacramental para la 
Primera Reconciliación, la Primera Comunión y la 
Confirmación, así como la formación en la fe para 
niños que no están inscritos en escuelas católicas. El/
la DRE también apoya la formación en la fe de 
adultos y colabora con nuestro clero, personal y 
catequistas voluntarios para asegurar que todos los 
miembros de nuestra parroquia crezcan en su 
conocimiento y amor por Cristo y Su Iglesia. 
Estamos buscando a alguien que sea: 
• Un católico practicante en buena relación con la 

Iglesia   
• Apasionado por compartir la fe con personas de 

todas las edades   
• Con experiencia en el ministerio catequético y 

desarrollo de programas   
• Organizado, confiable y capaz de trabajar en 

colaboración con otros   
• Familiarizado con la enseñanza de la Iglesia y 

abierto a la formación continua   
   Este es un puesto remunerado, y animamos tanto a 
educadores con experiencia como a personas con 
dones pastorales y habilidades de liderazgo a 
postularse. Se prefiere tener un título o certificado en 
teología, educación religiosa o un campo 
relacionado, aunque no es obligatorio. 
   Si usted —o alguien que conoce— está interesado 
en esta oportunidad, por favor comuníquese con la 
oficina parroquial para obtener más información o 
solicitar una descripción completa del puesto. Los 
currículums y cartas de interés pueden enviarse por 
correo electrónico o entregarse en persona. 
   Por favor, oren para que el Espíritu Santo nos guíe 
hacia la persona adecuada para ocupar este papel 
tan importante en nuestra parroquia. 
   "Iré pacíficamente y con firmeza a la Iglesia 
Católica; porque si la Fe es tan importante para 
nuestra salvación, la buscaré donde la verdadera Fe 
comenzó, la buscaré entre aquellos que la recibieron 
de Dios mismo."  — Santa Isabel Ana Seton 

Con todo mi afecto… en Cristo,   
Padre Wilson 

formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias  
se encuentran en la pagina tres (3) 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco  

Las lecturas para domingo, 14 de septiembre 
comienzan en la pagina 1165  en el libro “Palabra y 
Eucharistía”  

Las Lecturas de las Escrituras del 14 de 
septiembre al 21 de septiembre, 2025 
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Domingo:  Nm 21, 4-9            Sal 77, 1-2. 34-38  
   Flp 2, 6-11            Jn 3, 13-17  
Lunes:  1 Tim 2, 1-8             Sal 27, 2. 7. 8-9    
   Jn 19, 25-27  o  Lc 2, 33-35 
Martes:  1 Tim 3, 1-13          Sal 100, 1-3. 5-6    
   Lc 7, 11-17  
Miércoles:  1 Tim 3, 14-16         Sal 110, 1-6 
   Lc 7, 31-35 
Jueves:  1 Tim 4, 12-16            Sal 110, 7-10 
   Lc 7, 36-50 
Viernes:   1 Tim 6, 2-12            Sal 48, 6-10. 17-20    
   Lc 8, 1-3 
Sábado:  1 Tim 6, 13-16          Sal 99, 1-5       Lc 8, 4-15 
Domingo siguiente:  Am 8, 4-7           Sal 112, 1-2. 4-8  
   1 Tim 2, 1-8                  Lc 16, 1-13  o  16, 10-13 ©LPi 

Kermes  
¡Hoy! - DOMINGO 14 de Septiembre 
de 12:00 del mediodía hasta las 3:00pm 

Salón Santa Angela 
 

El costo depende de la comida seleccionada.  
¡Te esperamos! 

¡Levántate y anda es tiempo de esperanza! 
Te invitamos a la Conferencia Diocesana del 
Ministerio Hispano, un evento lleno de esperanza y 
alegría en el marco del Año del Jubileo.  
Este año sagrado nos invita a reflexionar y renovar 
nuestra fe. A través de este encuentro, buscamos 
fortalecer a la comunidad, ofreciendo una jornada 
de formación, oración y confraternidad. 
La conferencia se realizará el 11 de octubre de 
8:30am a 6:00pm en el Centro de Eventos "Plaza 
Rodeo" en Gaffney, SC. 
Las boletas tienen un costo de $10 por persona y 
puedes adquirirlas a través de tu parroquia. 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El Bautismo es un regalo de vida nueva! 
Para bautizar en Sta. María, al menos uno de los 
padres debe ser católico practicante, asistir a Misa y 
estar registrado en la parroquia por lo menos 3 
meses antes de pedir fecha. Ambos padres deben 
tomar clases pre-bautismales. Los padrinos deben 
ser católicos practicantes. 

Próximas clases:  
2 y 9 de noviembre 2025 

Registro requerido.   
Contacto: Reyna Salas – 404.886.5653 

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
¡Los Sacramentos fortalecen nuestra fe! 
Padres y niños deben estar registrados en Sta. María 
y asistir fielmente a Misa. 
Niños fuera de la escuela católica deben completar 
al menos dos años de formación cristiana y cumplir 
con la asistencia. 
Para más información sobre la Primera Comunión, 
contactarse con  Mary Ellen Jackson al 803.649.4777 
ext. 103 o a mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
Para más información sobre la Confirmación, 
contactarse con Hannah Dickason al 615.638.7137 o 
a hdickason@charlestondiocese.org.  

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y fieles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Para registrarse y obtener más información por favor 
comuníquese con Sonia Jimenes 803.508.5370. 

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113.  

Sagrado Sacramentos Próxima Fecha de Bautismo en Español 
11 de octubre 2025 a las 11:00am 

en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield 
•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo deben 
haber sido completadas  
•   Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
803.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos  
(RICA)    Los Martes a las 7:00pm 
Todos están invitados a las Clases de RICA. Nos 
reunimos los martes en el Salón Smith Hall a las 
7:00pm. Para más información, contacte a Omar o 
Mercedith Cardona 706.231.5253. Este espacio está 
abierto a toda la comunidad.  

 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Ministerio Católico para Jóvenes 
Contacto:  Sra. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 
615.638.7137 

Formación 
¡Inscríbete en el Ministerio Juvenil y la Confirmación 
después de cada misa y conoce nuestros programas! 
September 14 — First Day of Second Year 
Confirmation Classes 
September 16 — First Day of First Year Confirmation 
Classes 
Youth Ministry 
September 14 — Youth Group Kick-off 
September 21 — Youth Night 
September 28 — Youth Night 
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CCD 
Comienzan las Clases de Catecismo el 14 de 
septiembre de 9:45 a 10:45  las clases se llevaran 
acabo en los salones de la escuela catolica. 
¡Asegúrate de inscribirte en el CCD! 4K - 6.º grado: 
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=2550037 
Y… siempre necesitamos voluntarios. 
 Hay varios niveles de compromiso, desde maestros 
semanales hasta ayuda ocasional; lo necesitamos 
todo. Inscríbete aquí: https://web4u.forms-db.com/
view.php?id=2617850 ¿Preguntas? Contacta con 
Mary Ellen en mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

Alcoholicos Anonimos (AA) 
1889 Columbia Highway, N. Aiken, SC 29805 

Teléfono:  214.903.1812 
 7:00pm  Todos los domingos. 

Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl 

Para alimentos o asistencia financiera, llame al 
803.642.3211. Abierto de lunes a jueves de 9:00am 
a 1:00pm. Cerrado los viernes. 

http://www.stmarys-aiken.org/
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=2550037
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=261785
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=261785
mailto:mjackson@charlestondiocese.org


EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 

Domingo, 14 de septiembre 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
9:00am  Preparación para el Bautismo       Smith 
11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
12:00pm Kermes             San Angela 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 
Lunes, 15 de septiembre  
4:45pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 
6:00pm  Legión de María            Smith Hall 
7:00pm  Pequeña Comunidad        Santa Teresa 
Martes, 16 de septiembre 
4:45pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa               Iglesia Antigua 
6:30pm  RICA                                 Smith  
7:00pm  Ese Hombre Eres Tú             San Miguel 
Miércoles, 17 de septiembre 
8:20am              Misa escolar           Iglesia 
6:15pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  Misa en español      Iglesia Antigua 
7:30pm  Formación Católica       Smith 
Jueves, 18 de septiembre  
4:45pm  Confesiones         Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 
7:30pm  Grupo de Oración          Iglesia Antiqua 
Viernes, 19 de septiembre 
4:45pm  Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 
Sábado, 20 de septiembre 
8:00am  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 
3:30pm  Confesiones       Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa de Vigilia                    Iglesia 
Domingo, 21 de septiembre 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 

Escuela Parroquial de Santa María  
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Sr. Carlos Overstreet, Director  
803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Oportunidad de Empleo - MAESTRO/A STEM 
(Tiempo Completo) de 3K a 8.º grado 
•  Se considerará especialmente a los/las solicitantes 
con experiencia en las siguientes áreas: aprendizaje 
basado en proyectos, robótica, programación, 
ingeniería, tecnología de la información, impresión 
3D, ciencias físicas y ciencias naturales. 
•  Debe ser capaz de gestionar a estudiantes de 
todas las edades en un entorno práctico y colaborar 
con otros docentes. 
•  Será responsable de la preparación y el 
desmontaje de laboratorios y de la búsqueda de 
oportunidades de becas. 
 

Los/las solicitantes calificados/as deben enviar su 
carta de presentación y currículum vitae a 
office@stmaryschoolaiken.com. 
 

Bendición de Regreso a 
Clases 
Al comenzar un nuevo año 
escolar, el Padre Ghattas 
ofreció una bendición especial 
para nuestro campus, 
estudiantes y personal. 
Recorrió toda la escuela, 

rociando agua bendita en las aulas, pasillos y 
espacios de reunión para todos los que aprenderán 
y crecerán aquí este año. 

Horario de Oficina: 7:30am a 3:30pm lunes a viernes 
(cuando la escuela está en sesión)  
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¡El Consulado de México sobre ruedas 
viene a Aiken!  
El Consulado de México estará ofreciendo sus 
servicios en Aiken los días 27 y 28 de septiembre. 
Podrás realizar los siguientes trámites: 

• Pasaportes 

• Matrículas consulares 

• Solicitud de credencial para votar (INE) 
• Trámite de doble nacionalidad 
Las citas aún no están abiertas, en cuanto estén 
disponibles lo estaremos anunciando en nuestras 
redes sociales. 

¡Unidos en oración!  
Te invitamos a ser parte del Grupo de Oración que 
se reúne todos los jueves a las 7:00pm en la Iglesia 
Antigua. 
Este es un espacio especial donde nos unimos como 
comunidad para orar, reflexionar y fortalecer nuestra 
relación con Dios. 
• Ven con un corazón dispuesto a recibir 

bendiciones. 
• No importa si es tu primera vez, todos son 

bienvenidos. 
• Un momento para la paz y la esperanza. 
 

¡Te esperamos con los brazos abiertos! 

mailto:office@stmaryschoolaiken.com


		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 16-0095

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning
Stephen Anaclerio
Financial Advisor
One 10th Street Suite 600
Augusta, GA 30901
803-642-7044
Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com
© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
CRC897562 06/14

CALL FOR 
A FREE 

ESTIMATE
(803) 

634-3566
• MOWING, TRIMMING, BLOWING  

& WEEDING • DEBRIS REMOVAL

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Kitchen: 10am - 6pm    Store: 10am - 7pm 

Open Mon. - Sat.: 10 am - 7pm
2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken

803-648-0403

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

md-medalert.com

$1995
Starting At

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

At Rural Health Services, we’re dedicated to providing top-quality healthcare 
that is accessible and affordable for everyone. Whether you need routine check-
ups, specialized care, or dental services; our compassionate team is here to 
meet your needs. Conveniently located and committed to the well-being of our 
community, we’re your trusted partner and Patient-Centered Medical Home.

1. QUALITY   2. CONVENIENCE   3. AFFORDABILITY 1. CALIDAD   2. CONVENIENCIA   3. ASEQUIBILIDAD

En Rural Health Services, nos dedicamos a brindar atención médica de alta calidad que 
sea accesible y asequible para todos. Ya sea que necesite chequeos de rutina, atención 
especializada o servicios dentales; Nuestro compasivo equipo está aquí para satisfacer sus 
necesidades. Convenientemente ubicados y comprometidos con el bienestar de nuestra 
comunidad, somos su socio de confianza y su hogar médico centrado en el paciente.

WHY CHOOSE US? ¿POR QUÉ ELEGIRNOS?

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
	
	 3066 Whiskey Rd 
	 Aiken, SC 29803
	 Bus 803-648-2973 
	 Fax 803-335-2273
	 Cell 803-295-6894
	 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

347-331-2854
Grace.DePompo@exprealty.com

Lic# 137237S

GRACE DEPOMPO
EXP realtor

GeorgeFuneralHomes.com

DEEPLY ROOTED IN
CATHOLIC TRADITION

Burial & Cremation
Obituaries • Preplanning

Transfers
Locally Owned and more…

	 803.649.6234
	 211 Park Ave. SW, Aiken

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

REMEMBER
The Unborn

Jer 1:5
liferunners.org

Parishioner

As a CFP® Fiduciary Client’s Interest Always Come First
William Coscioni CFP®, CPA

803-644-0701
• Financial Planning • Investment Management

• Tax Planning & Preparation
“A Registered Investment Advisor”
(Fee only - No product commissions accepted)

910 Dougherty Road, Aiken, SC 29803 | www.wealthcare910.com

AS
06

-19
63

97
3-

1

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Steve Conn

SConn@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x2101

924 Hayne Ave. Aiken
803-642-3456

ShellhouseFuneralHome.com

715 East Pine Log Rd. Aiken
803-641-4401

ShellhouseRiversFuneralHome.com

Aiken’s Only Onsite Crematory*

FREDandKT@gmail.com
KT RUTHVEN
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-617-9356

FRED WICKS
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-645-3543



		  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 16-0095

BRADLEY PLUMBING
& HEATING, INC.
150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President	 FAX: 642-2963

Ellen E. Miller llc
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

203 Laurens St.
Aiken, SC 29801
803.643.0173
By Appt. Only

Cathy Brennan
Vice President
Cell: 803-439-1357
E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com
142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801

Parishioner

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com
803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676

Call for an appointment
135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344

Aiken’s newest senior living community
	 Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,
	 and love. Providing assisted living
	 and memory care services.
	 Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

• No Repairs or Appraisal Needed 
• We also Cover All Closing Costs and Fees
Call: 706-631-8575 • omalarealty.com

email: propertybuyers@omalarealty.com

We Buy Houses 
for Cash in  

Any Condition

Carrie Katonak
Hair Specialist

Book your appointment (803) 221-5946

DayBreakAiken.com  ❤  803-226-0288 

24/7 Care | Respite Care | Alzheimer’s & Related Dementia Care
Grocery Shopping | Light Housekeeping | Laundry | Meal Preparation

Hospital/Facility Sitting | Companionship | Transportation
Home Health/Palliative/Hospice Support | Errands

Medication Reminders | Bathing Assistance | Dressing Assistance

1028 Hayne  
Avenue SW 

Aiken, SC 29801

Surgical Associates
Wayne T. Frei, M.D., FACS

General and Laparoscopic Surgery
Diplomate, American Board of Surgery

410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310
Phone: 803.648.1318

1860 Richland Avenue West
803-226-0495

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

	 Monday – Friday:
	 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
	 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
	  Aiken, SC
	 803-648-6400
	 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Residential & Commercial Interior Design

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA
158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
	SUSAN VICTOR		  SUE SHANNON
	Co-Owner/Interior Designer	 Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance
Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141
info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service
643-9266

460 Silver Bluff Rd.
Steve Young

Owner
Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

mary@marycampbelllaw.com 
149 Chesterfield St South, Aiken, SC 29801 

Areas of Practice Include:
            (Se Habla Español)

Main 
803-642-4450

Immigration 
803-226-0072

Real Estate, Loan, HELOC Transactions 
 Uncontested Divorce | Name Change 

 Mediation (Civil & Family)  
Immigration Law

Parishioner


