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Welcome to St. Mary’s Help of Christians Parish 
Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary’s your parish, we encourage 
you to register as a member.  You may fill out and submit the form online, or print the  form from the 
website and return it to the parish office. 

The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 
Bishop of Charleston 
 

Parish Clergy  
Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 

Rev. Orlando Serrano Ardila, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon        Dcn. Al Matousek          

Dcn. Robert Pierce                            Dcn. Stephen Platte 
 

Staff      
Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 
  803.649.4777 ext. 112 
  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
     to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
     kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs.  Laura Webster, Principal of St. Mary’s School 
  803.649.2071     lwebster@stmaryschoolaiken.com 
 

Ms. Phyllis Waters, Business Manager 
  803.649.4777 ext. 102   
  pwaters@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Katherine More, Bookkeeper 
  803.649.4777  ext. 104     
  kmore@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
  803.649.4777 ext. 113 
  fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA 
  Director of  Religious Education  
  803.642.2676/803.507.1060 (C) 
  mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Joan LaBone, Director of Youth Formation  
   and Ministry 
  803.215.7040 (C) 
  jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
  706.550.5047 (C) 
  fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Karen Van Deren, Sacristan  
  803.979.3181 (C) 
  kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Safe Environment   
  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
  AikenSEC@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Sr. Ana Gema Villafaña Ruiz, HCJC 
  803.989.9440 (C) 
Sr. Maria Bertha (Martha) Zuniga, HCJS  
  803.645.3666 (C) 

Contact Us 
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 
Parish Office:  203 Park Avenue SE 
                          Aiken, SC 29801 
Ph:  803.649.4777                Fax:  888.552.1016 
email:  
ParishOfficeStMaryAiken@charlestondiocese.org 
Website:  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
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Locations 
St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday — Friday          8:30am — 4:30pm  
 

Holy Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am - Call before  
  attending 
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 
 

Confessions 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wed. 6:15—6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
Sunday  12:30pm - Spanish - Church 
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 
 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 
 

Sunday Homilies Online 
Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on the parish website. Go to St. Mary’s 
website at www.stmarys-aiken.org.  Scroll to the 
bottom of the home page and click on “Listen to 
Homilies”. 
 

Nursery 
Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday Masses 
in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 months 
to less than 5 years. 

A Map of St. Mary’s Campus can be found at:       
         https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/campus-map 



Readings for  Dec. 3, 2023 —  Jan. 7, 2024 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  
in Ste Claire Chapel 

 

“Could you not keep watch for one 
hour?” Mk. 14:37 

 

Come, Let Us Adore Him! 
We have an urgent need for an adorer Wed.  
12 Noon and also Wed. 3pm.  Please help! 

To sign up for a holy hour, please go to the parish 
website at https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/perpetual-
eucharistic-adoration, or contact one of the Divisional 
Leaders below: 
12 Mdnt-6am:  Tom Henry  803.642.6893 (no 
text)  tphenr@bellsouth.net 
6am-12Noon:  Ken Boucher   803.226.4639   
kboucher@atlanticbb.net  
12Noon-6pm:  Janice Suhrer  803.645.6105 
jcskid.suhrer@gmail.com 
6pm-12Mdnt:  Joan Pate  803.226.0263 
jandjpate@gmail.com 

Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14  or  Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 
   Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5  or   Ps 105:1-6, 8-9     Col 3:12-21 
      or  3:12-17  or  Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
   Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 
Monday:  Nm 6:22-27           Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8    
   Gal 4:4-7             Lk 2:16-21    
Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:22-28           Ps 98:1-4         Jn 1:19-28    
Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:29—3:6             Ps 98:1, 3cd-6   
   Jn 1:29-34  
Thursday:  1 Jn 3:7-10         Ps 98:1, 7-9       Jn 1:35-42  
Friday:   1 Jn 3:11-21          Ps 100:1b-5        Jn 1:43-51  
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:5-13                Ps 147:12-15, 19-20 
   Mk 1:7-11  or  Lk 3:23-38  or  3:23, 31-34, 36, 38  
Next Sunday:  Is 60:1-6             Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13  
   Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6            Mt 2:1-12 

©LPi 

The Bishops’ Initiative on Marriage  
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted." Be humble 
to one another.  Learn how to be the best spouse you 
can be by participating in a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience January 26-28, in North Myrtle 
Beach.  Early sign up is recommended. For more 
information visit our website at: 
https://SCMarriageMatters.org or contact us at 
applications@scmarriagematters.org or 
803.810.9602  

Holy Mass Intentions    

(L)  Denotes  Living   

 
Friday, January 5 
5:30pm Sam Carlton 
Saturday,  January 6 
8:00am Elizabeth Darr 
5:00pm Reid Bohning 
  Susan Reeve Shultz 
  Carol Reeve 
  Thomas Casciotta 
  Rita Perez 
  Anna Hewitt 
Sunday, January 7 
8:30am For All the People  
   of the Parish 
11:00am  Frank Kleffner 
1:00pm  Monserrat Silva 

Sotelo  (L) 
5:00pm  JoAnn Colleran 

Sunday, December 31 
8:30am Marion E. Thelen 
11:00am  Family Honor & 

the Families Involved (L) 
1:00pm  For All the People  
   of the Parish 
5:00pm  Rand & Emily Hanna  

(L) 
Monday, January 1 
9:00am  Betty Hood 
Tuesday, January 2 
5:30pm  Kathy Gugumuck 
Wednesday, January 3 
8:20am Ted Giard 
7:00pm Fr. Orlando  
   Serrano-Ardila (L) 
Thursday, January 4 
10:00am  -Trinity 
   Roger Cubbage 
5:30pm Willingness to  
   Forgive 

Deaths/Difuntos:   Dec. 6  Tomaso A. Santomauro  
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The Eucharistic Revival  
It is highly fitting that Christ should have 
wanted to remain present to his Church in this 
unique way. Since Christ was about to take his 

departure from his own in his visible form, he wanted 
to give us his sacramental presence; since he was 
about to offer himself on the cross to save us, he 
wanted us to have the memorial of the love with 
which he loved us "to the end," (Jn 13:1) even to the 
giving of his life. In his Eucharistic presence he 
remains mysteriously in our midst as the one who 
loved us and gave himself up for us, and he remains 
under signs that express and communicate this love: 
“The Church and the world have a great need for 
Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament 
of love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him 
in adoration, in contemplation full of faith, and open 
to making amends for the serious offenses and 
crimes of the world. Let our adoration never cease. 
(CCC 1380) 

January 1 
Feast of Mary the Holy Mother of God is NOT 
a Holy Day of Obligation for 2024, however,  
you are encouraged to attend Mass. 

Mass will be celebrated at 9:00am  
in Old St. Mary Church.   

We hope to see  you there! 
 

There will not be a 5:30pm daily Mass 



Envelope/Cash Offertory   Dec. 17 $   20,305.00 
Online Offertory for          Dec. 17 $   14,271.00 
 

Total Annual Budget             $ 1,924,000.00    

NOTE: Financial updates for December 24 were 
not available at the time the bulletin was sent to 
print. 

Totals as of Sunday, December 17, 2023  Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

Have You Signed Up for Online Giving with Our 
Parish? 
Here are some ways Online Giving benefits you: 
• Secure and Confidential —  Adheres to banking 

security standards 
• Flexible — Start, stop, or change your 

contributions at any time 
• Simple to sign up: 
      1.  Go to St. Mary’s website at  
  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
      2.  Click on “GIVING” and then “SUNDAY” 
      3.  Make your selections 
      4.  You can also make special collection  
            choices online 
• Contributions are via direct withdrawal or credit 

online 
If you need assistance, or to discontinue online 
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886. 

The Parish Finance Council recommends monthly 
frequency for the Sunday offering  

to minimize transaction fees. 

Your Support Will Help Keep Formed Available  
Please help the parish keep FORMED. Formed is a 
platform that offers free movies, audio, kids’ shows, 
e-books, etc. It has an ample selection of Catholic 
material - all free to parishioners, but not free to the 
parish. Consider donating $50 to support this 
parish resource.  Put donations in the Sunday 
basket in an envelope marked FORMED. Sign up for 
FORMED at www.formed.org/signup, enter Aiken, 
SC, then choose St. Mary Help of Christians 

CWA Engraved Brick Program 
We have an on-going engraved brick program to 
benefit the CWA Kitchen fund, which supplies the 
needs of our 4 campus kitchens. The bricks line the 
walkway between the school and St. Angela Hall. 
Order forms are available in the parish office or call 
Claire Brede at 803.642.3356 (leave a message). 

 Thank you for your support  
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The Parish Office will be closed on  
Monday, January 1 in observance of  

New Year’s Day 

Our Holy Families… 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 Today, we celebrate the feast of the Holy 
Family. Our gaze shifts from the center of the nativity 
scene—Jesus—to contemplate Mary and Joseph close 
to Him. The eternal Son of the Father goes from the 
eternal family, which is the Holy Trinity, to the earthly 
family formed by Mary and Joseph. How important the 
family must be in the eyes of God when the first thing 
He provides for His Son is a family! 
 Saint John Paul II, in his Apostolic Letter 
Rosarium Virginis Mariae or The Rosary of the Virgin 
Mary, highlighted once again the crucial importance of 
the family as the foundation of the Church and human 
society, asked us to pray for families and to pray as a 
family with the Holy Rosary to revitalize this institution. 
If the family is doing well, both society and the Church 
will do well. Strong, faith-filled families are critical to  
having a healthy culture.  
 We would do well to remember too, how 
Joseph protected his family. King Herod was about to 
search and destroy children who might be rival kings, 
so Joseph gathered his family and made the perilous 
trip into Egypt. From this we know that fathers must 
faithfully protect their families: from an increasingly 
Godless secular society; from the invasion of 
pornography into our homes and from secular leaders 
with questionable values.  
 The Gospel tells us that the Child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. Jesus found the 
warmth of a family that was built through their mutual 
relationships of love. How beautiful and beneficial it 
would be if we strived more and more to build our 
families: with a spirit of service and prayer, with mutual 
love, with a greater capacity to understand and 
forgive. We would taste—like in the home of Nazareth—
heaven and earth!  
 Building the family is today one of the most 
urgent tasks. Parents, as Vatican Council II reminded, 
play an irreplaceable role here: “Parents are the ones 
who must create a family atmosphere animated by 
love and respect for God and man, in which the well-
rounded personal and social education of children is 
fostered.” In the family, we learn the most important 
thing: how to be people of God.  
 Finally, to talk about family for Christians is to 
talk about the Church. The evangelist Saint Luke tells 
us that Jesus' parents took Him to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord. That offering was a figure of 
Jesus' sacrificial offering to the Father, from which 
Christians are born. Considering this joyful reality will 
open us to greater unity within the body of Christ and 
lead us to treasure the Church even more.  
  

All the best…in Christ,  
Father Wilson 



Holy Baptism 
The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, February 18, 
2024 at 10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is 
necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please 
contact Chris Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  
Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation session as well.  Since godparents 
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the 
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing 
Catholics at whatever parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 
These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.  For more 
information contact: Joan LaBone at 803.215.7040 or 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

More information about the Sacraments can be 
found on our parish website:   

www.stmarys-aiken.org  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)   

RCIA will not meet Jan. 2. Plan to attend RCIA on 
January 9 when we’ll be learning about the Life of 
Grace. RCIA meets Tuesdays at 6:00 – 7:30pm in 
Mother Teresa Hall (125 Union St. SE). For more 
information, contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 
803.642.2676. or mjackson@charlestondiocese.org . 

Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
January 6, 2024 — 11:00am in the church on Fairfield 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the office 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish office at 803.649.4777 
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Catholic Youth Formation and  
Youth Ministry 

Contact:  Mrs. Joan Marie LaBone 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 

803.215.7040 
 

December 31 through January 14 — No Sunday 
Morning classes or Tuesday Evening Classes. 

 

Wishing you a very Holy and Happy Christmas! 

Family and Youth Ministry 
Join us directly after the 5:00pm Mass January 7, 
2024.  We will prayerfully portray the Epiphany.  
Children are welcome to participate with us as angels 
and shepherds. 

A reception will follow in St. Michael’s Hall. 

AA Meeting 
AA open meeting at 7:00am  Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in Smith Hall (next to Old St. 
Mary’s church).  Newcomers are welcome! 



THE WEEK AHEAD   
Sunday, December 31 
8:30am  Mass                      Church 
11:00am Mass                   Church 
1:00pm  Mass in Spanish      Church 
5:00pm  Mass      Church 
Monday, January 1 
9:00am  Mass                    Old St. Mary’s 
4:45pm  No Confessions 
5:30pm  NO MASS 
Tuesday, January 2 
3:30pm  Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
4:45pm  Confessions      Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass         Old St. Mary’s 
6:00pm  RCIA                No Class 
Wednesday, January 3 
6:30am  Rosary       Old St. Mary’s 
7:00am   Men’s Prayer Group     Smith Hall Down 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study              No Class 
3:30pm  Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
4:45pm  Confessions           Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass         Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday, January 4 
8:20am  Daily Mass     Church  
11:15am Adult Bible Study              No Class 
3:00pm  Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall 
Friday, January 5 
6:00am  That Man is You    Mother Teresa 
10:00am Book Club              Smith Hall Down  
4:45pm  Confessions      Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass         Old St. Mary’s 
Saturday, January 6 
4:45pm  Confessions      Old St. Mary’s 
5:00pm               Mass         Old St. Mary’s 
Sunday, January 7 
8:30am  Mass                      Church 
11:00am Mass                   Church 
1:00pm  Mass in Spanish      Church 
5:00pm  Mass      Church 

Altar Server Training 
 

2024 Jan. 18 & 24       Feb. 18             
 Mar. 17                  Apr.14  

2:30 — 4:00pm in the church 
Contact: Greg Hightower, at 803.292.2457 or 
 email Hightower@ bellsouth.net 

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 
Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 
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Wednesday Bible Study  
We will NOT meet on January 3.  Please enjoy the 
Christmas season and rejoin us Wednesday, January 
10, 2024 at 9:30am (after the 8:20am School Mass) in 
St. Michael Hall to continue studying the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Scripture. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Thursday Bible Study  
We look forward to seeing you again on Thursday, 
January 11 at 11:15am in Smith Hall. We will begin 
reading the Gospel of John. 
 

Friday Book Club  
The Friday book club meets this coming Friday, 
January 5th at 10:00am in St. Michael Hall. We are 
reading Saintly Women of Modern Times. All are 
invited to join us. 

Church Tour 
Fr. Wilson will host a tour of St. Mary’s on Fairfield 
Street on Saturday, January 20 at 10:30am. Please 
sign up for the tour here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448AAA62BABFA7
-46785020-church.  Come and learn more about our 
beautiful church.  The tour is limited to 30 
participants 

Mini-Pilgrimage 
Prince of Peace Church in Greenville has a life-size 
nativity set. Join us as we drive up to Prince of Peace 
on Friday, January12  to see the nativity and tour the 
church. 
Schedule: meet in front of the our church to leave at 
9:00am, arrive in Greenville at 11:30am, have lunch, 
tour the church with Deacon Thompson, and return 
home by 5:30pm. To sign up or for more information 
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676 or 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org. 

Stand up for Life March  
Come join pro-life warriors from all over the state for 
the 50th Stand up for Life March on Saturday 
January 6. 
Line up begins at 11am at the USC Russell House, 
1400 Greene St. Columbia, SC 29208.  Those 
interested in carpooling should meet in front of the 
new church at 9:30am.   



Gift Shop 
The Gift Shop will re-open next weekend after all the 
Masses.  Advent and Christmas items will be on sale, 
so stop in to visit us!  We wish you a great start to the 
New Year!   
 

Hours: Sunday 9:00am —1:00pm and the first 
weekend of every month after Saturday 5:00pm Mass 
and Sunday 1:00pm & 5:00pm Masses. 

St. Mary’s Parish School 
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mrs. Laura Webster, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

www.stmaryschoolaiken.com 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or financial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                          
Closed On Fridays. 

Closed December 22, 2023 thru January 1, 2024 

Vocations 
Men’s Discernment Retreat 

Ages 18 – 49 
January 12 – 14, 2024 

Cost: $25 (Scholarships available) 
Camp Gravatt, Aiken, SC 

To register or for more information: 
vocations@charlestondiocese.org 

Parish Mission 
The New Year is a time to make 
resolutions. This year, plan to learn 
more about your faith and how to 
live it. Make sure to join us for our 
Parish Mission January 22 – 26. 
Kyle Clement will give a series of 
talks with titles such as: What is a 

Catholic Identity? What should a Catholic’s life “look 
like?” It will be a week full of insights and practical 
ideas to live boldly as a Catholic. The mission will 
include morning and evening talks. Make sure you 
put it on your calendar – you won’t want to miss it! 
For more information check the parish website or 
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676 or 
mjackson@charlestondioese.org   

The Domestic Church 
We are still in the 12 days of Christmas, which end 
on Epiphany, January 6.  Leave your decorations up 
until Epiphany. Maybe host an Epiphany party; it 
could include wearing crowns and singing Christmas 
carols for the last time. This week also includes lots 
of feasts: Mary, Mother of God on the Jan. 1(don’t 
forget to attend Mass!) and Holy Name of Jesus, 
American saints Elizabeth Ann Seton and John 
Neuman, and more. Give cards or baked-good gifts 
to your neighbors and friends for the entire week.  
Visit other Catholic churches in the area to see the 
nativity.  Visit our church to see the nativity and the 
wise men traveling across the church to arrive at the 
creche on January 6.  Be creative! 

Retrouvaille

The Retrouvaille Program is for Married Couples Facing 
Difficult Challenges and has helped tens of thousands of 
couples at ALL stages of disillusionment or misery in their 
marriage. We save marriages!  Next  Charlotte-area 
Weekend is January 19 — 21, and is already half 
filled.  More Information at:  www.helpourmarriage.org.  or 
email:  3062ac@helpourmarriage.org or call: 
800.470.2230.  All contacts and names held in strictest 
confidence.   

 Office Hours:  Mon — Fri 7:30am—3:30pm 
Christmas Break—Dec. 21 thru Jan. 1 

The School Office will be closed 

Merry Christmas from St. Mary Help of 
Christians Catholic School! 

Millions of Monicas  
Join us as we pray for our children and 
grandchildren to return to the practice of their 
Catholic faith. Our mission is to encounter God 
through prayer for ourselves and our children,  to 
grow in holiness and humility, and to help our 
children return to the Faith. The group meets 
monthly in Old St. Mary’s.  Plan to join us Tuesday, 
Jan. 9 at 2:00pm or Wednesday, Jan. 17 at 4:00pm.  
For information call Nancy Ring at 803.221.3414  



formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias se encuentran 
en la pagina tres (3) 

Las Lecturas de las Escritura del 31 de 
diciembre 2023 al 7 de enero 2024 
Domingo:  Eclo 3, 2-6. 12-14  o  Gn 15, 1-6; 21, 1-3  
   Sal 127, 1-2. 3. 4-5 o             Sal 104, 1-6. 8-9 
Col 3, 12-21  o  3, 12-17  o  Heb 11, 8. 11-12. 17-19 
   Lc 2, 22-40 o 2, 22. 39-40 
Lunes:  Nm 6, 22-27         Sal 66, 2-3. 5-8       Gal 4, 4-7 
   Lc 2, 16-21    
Martes:  1 Jn 2, 22-28          Sal 97, 1-4        Jn 1, 19-28    
Miércoles:  1 Jn 2, 29—3, 6             Sal 97, 1. 3-6  
   Jn 1, 29-34  
Jueves:  1 Jn 3, 7-10           Sal 97, 1. 7-8. 9     
   Jn 1, 35-42  
Viernes:  1 Jn 3, 11-21            Sal 99, 1-5   
   Jn 1, 43-51  
Sábado:  1 Jn 5, 5-13              Sal 147, 12-15. 19-20 
   Mc 1, 7-11  o  Lc 3, 23-38  o  3, 23. 31-34. 36. 38  
Domingo siguiente:  Is 60, 1-6             Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8.  
   10-13       Ef 3, 2-3. 5-6             Mt 2, 1-12  12-21  o  3, 
   12-17  o  Heb 11, 8. 11-12. 17-19             Lc 2, 22-40 
   o 2, 22. 39-40 

©LPi 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco  

Acto de Comunión Espiritual 
Mi Jesús,  Creo que estás realmente presente en el 
Santísimo Sacramento. Te amo por encima de todas 
las cosas y deseo poseerte dentro de mi alma. Ya 
que soy incapaz en este momento para recibirte 
sacramentalmente, ven al menos espiritualmente a 
mi corazón. Te abrazo como si ya estuvieras allí, y 
unirme totalmente a Ti. Nunca permitas que me 
separe de Ti. Amén 

Homilías dominicales en línea   
Las reproduciones en audio de todas las homilías del 
fin de semana están disponibles en el sitio web de la 
parroquia. Vaya al sitio web de Santa Maria en 
www.stmarys-aiken.org. Desplácese hasta la parte inferior 
de la página de inicio y haga clic en "Listen to homilies."  
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Nuestras Sagradas Familias… 
 

Queridos amigos en Cristo, 
 

Hoy celebramos la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia. 
Nuestra mirada se desplaza del centro del 
nacimiento, Jesús, para contemplar a María y José 
cerca de Él. El Hijo eterno del Padre pasa de la 
familia eterna, que es la Santísima Trinidad, a la 
familia terrena formada por María y José. ¡Cuán 
importante debe ser la familia a los ojos de Dios 
cuando lo primero que Él provee para Su Hijo es 
una familia! 
 

San Juan Pablo II, en su Carta Apostólica Rosarium 
Virginis Mariae o El Rosario de la Virgen María, 
destacó una vez más la importancia crucial de la 
familia como fundamento de la Iglesia y de la 
sociedad humana, nos pidió orar por las familias y 
orar como familia con el Santo Rosario para 
revitalizar esta institución. Si a la familia le va bien, le 
irá bien tanto a la sociedad como a la Iglesia. Las 
familias fuertes y llenas de fe son fundamentales 
para tener una cultura saludable. 
 

Haríamos bien en recordar también cómo José 
protegió a su familia. El rey Herodes estaba a punto 
de buscar y destruir a niños que pudieran ser reyes 
rivales, así que José reunió a su familia e hizo el 
peligroso viaje a Egipto. De esto sabemos que los 
padres deben proteger fielmente a sus familias: de 
una sociedad secular cada vez más impía; de la 
invasión de la pornografía a nuestros hogares y de 
líderes seculares con valores cuestionables. 
 

El Evangelio nos cuenta que el Niño creció y se hizo 
fuerte, lleno de sabiduría. Jesús encontró la calidez 
de una familia que se construyó a través de sus 
mutuas relaciones de amor. Qué hermoso y 
beneficioso sería si nos esforzáramos cada vez más 
en construir nuestras familias: con espíritu de 
servicio y oración, con amor mutuo, con mayor 
capacidad de comprensión y perdón. ¡Probaríamos, 
como en la casa de Nazaret, el cielo y la tierra! 
 

Construir la familia es hoy una de las tareas más 
urgentes. Los padres, como recordó el Concilio 
Vaticano II, desempeñan aquí un papel insustituible: 
“Los padres son quienes deben crear un ambiente 
familiar animado por el amor y el respeto a Dios y al 
hombre, en el que se favorezca la educación 
personal y social integral de los niños. " En la familia 
aprendemos lo más importante: cómo ser pueblo 
de Dios. 
 
Espacio de Nuesto Párroco Continúa en la pagina  9, 
columna 2 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El nacimiento de un hijo es un gran regalo que 
necesita renacer a través de las aguas del Bautismo! 
Para bautizar a un niño en Sta. María, tenga en 
cuenta que al menos uno de los padres debe ser 
católico practicante, asistir regularmente a la Santa 
Misa, participar en la vida de la parroquia y estar 
registrado en Sta. María al menos tres meses antes 
de solicitar la fecha para el bautismo.  Ambos padres 
deben asistir a las sesiones prebautismales. Dado 
que los padrinos prometen ayudar a criar a su hijo en 
la práctica de la fe católica, ellos deben ser católicos 
practicantes en la parroquia que asisten y se les 
anima a asistir a las sesiones de preparación 
bautismal también. Las próximas clases se llevarán a 
cabo el 7 y 14 de enero. Es necesario registrarse para 
que podamos prepararnos para usted.  
Comuníquese con Luz Londoño al 803.480.6865.  

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
Estos increíbles Sacramentos nos nutren y fortalecen 
en nuestra fe católica para que podamos vivir como 
“la luz del mundo” (San Mateo 5,14).  Tenga en 
cuenta: los padres y los niños deben estar 
registrados en Sta. María, asistir fielmente a misa los 
domingos y los días de precepto.  Los niños que no 
están inscritos en nuestra escuela católica deben 
asistir a un mínimo de dos años de clases de 
formación cristiana y cumplir con la política de 
asistencia.  Para más información contactarse con: 
Joan LaBone al jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 
o 803.215.7040. 

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y fieles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Las siguientes fechas de preparación prematrimonial 
iniciarán el  jueves el 24 de agosto a las 7:00pm en el 
Salón Smith Hall.  Para registrarse y obtener más 
información por favor comuníquese con Sonia 
Jimenes 803.508.5370 o con la Hna. Ana Gema 
803.989.9440  

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113.  

Sagrado Sacramentos Próxima Fecha de Bautismo (Español) 

13 de enero 2024 a las 11:00am 
en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield. 

•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo 
deben haber sido completadas  
• Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
802.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos
(rica) 
El programa de formación para adultos que 
requieren los Sacramentos de Bautismo, Comunión 
y/o Confirmación, será los martes de 7:00 a 9:00pm 
en el Smith Hall.  Para registrarse puede acudir con 
las hermanas Ana Gema a 803.989.9440 or Martha a 
803.645.3666 o el equipo de RICA. 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Escuela Parroquial  
de Santa María  

118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 
Sra. Laura Webster, Principal 

803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 
www.stmaryschoolaiken.com 

Horario de Oficina:   
lunes—viernes 7:30am - 3:30pm 

Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl 

Para alimentos o asistencia financiera,  
llame al 803.642.3211 

Abierto de lunes a jueves de 9:00am a 1:00pm 
Cerrado los Viernes 

Cerrado 22 de diciembre 2023 al 1 de enero 2024 
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Vacaciones de Navidad: del 21 de diciembre  
al 1 de enero 

La oficina de la escuela estará cerrada 

¡Feliz Navidad de la Escuela Católico 
Santa María Auxiliadora!   



EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 

Domingo, 31 de diciembre 
8:30am  Misa            Iglesia 
11:00am Misa        Iglesia 
1:00pm  Misa en español                     Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa         Iglesia 
Martes, 1 de enero 
9:00am  Misa en inglés             Iglesia Antigua 

  No habrá misa celebrada en español 
4:45pm  No hay Confesiones 
5:30pm  No hay Misa 
Miércoles, 2 de enero 
8:20am  Misa                     Iglesia 
6:30pm  Confesiones                Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  Misa en Español              Iglesia Antigua 
Jueves, 3 de enero  
4:45pm  Confesiones       Iglesia 
5:30pm  Misa                      Iglesia       
Viernes, 4 de enero 
4:45pm  Confesiones       Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa        Iglesia 
Sábado, 5 de enero 
8:00am  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
3:30pm  Confesiones                    Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa Vigilia                     Iglesia 
Domingo, 6 de enero 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
9:00am  Preparación Bautismal       Smith 
11:00am Misa         Iglesia 
1:00pm  Misa en español                     Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa         Iglesia 

Anuncio de Avivamiento Eucarístico 
Es muy apropiado que Cristo haya querido 
permanecer presente en su Iglesia de esta 

manera única. Como Cristo estaba a punto de partir 
de los suyos en su forma visible, quiso darnos su 
presencia sacramental; ya que estaba a punto de 
ofrecerse en la cruz para salvarnos, quiso que 
tuviéramos el memorial del amor con el que nos amó 
"hasta el extremo" (Jn 13,1), hasta la entrega de su 
vida. En su presencia eucarística permanece 
misteriosamente entre nosotros como aquel que nos 
amó y se entregó por nosotros,  y permanece bajo 
signos que expresan y comunican este amor: “La 
Iglesia y el mundo tienen una gran necesidad del 
culto eucarístico. Jesús nos espera en este 
sacramento de amor. No rechacemos el tiempo para 
ir a su encuentro en adoración, en contemplación 
llena de fe y abiertos a la reparación de las graves 
ofensas y crímenes del mundo. Que nuestra 
adoración nunca cese. (CCC 1380) 

La oficina parroquial estará cerrada 1 de enero 2024 para el  primer dia del año nuevo. Page 9 

Formación Católica para Jóvenes y 
Ministerio Juvenil 

Contacto: Sra. Joan Marie LaBone 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 

803.215.7040 
 

Del 24 de diciembre al 14 de enero:  
no habrá clases los domingos por la mañana ni  

los martes por la noche. 
¡Les deseo una muy Santa y Feliz Navidad 

Pastoral Familiar y Juvenil 
Únase a nosotros inmediatamente después de la 
Misa de las 5:00 pm el 7 de enero de 2024. 
En oración representaremos  la Epifanía. Los niños 
son bienvenidos a participar con nosotros como 
ángeles y pastores.  Seguido habrá una recepción en 
el salón San Miguel. 

Enero 1 
La Fiesta de María, la Santa Madre de Dios, no es un 
Día Santo de Obligación para 2024; sin embargo, se 
le recomienda asistir a Misa. 
 

La misa se celebrará en inglés a las 9:00am en la 
antigua iglesia de Santa María. 

 

¡Esperamos verte ahí! 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco continúa de la pagina 7 
columna 2 . 
 

Finalmente, hablar de familia para los cristianos es 
hablar de Iglesia. El evangelista San Lucas nos cuenta 
que los padres de Jesús lo llevaron a Jerusalén para 
presentarlo al Señor. Aquella ofrenda era figura del 
sacrificio de Jesús al Padre, del que nacen los cristia-
nos. Considerar esta gozosa realidad nos abrirá a 
una mayor unidad dentro del cuerpo de Cristo y nos 
llevará a valorar aún más la Iglesia. 
Todo lo mejor... en Cristo, 
Padre Wilson 
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Carrie Katonak
Skin, Makeup & Hair Specialist

Book your appointment
(803) 221-5946

*

Parishioner

Our Goal is to offer the most caring and
affordable services to all families we serve.
Offering personal services to fit your needs.

648-7175 | 1544 University Pkwy (118 bypass)
colefuneralhomeinc.net

Tattersall Group
Brian Katonak

REALTOR®
BrianKatonak@gmail.com

314 Richland Ave
Aiken, SC 29801

803-221-5945 cell

www.briansellsaiken.com

DEEPLY ROOTED IN
CATHOLIC TRADITION

Burial & Cremation
Obituaries • Preplanning

Transfers
Locally Owned and more…

 803.649.6234
 211 Park Ave. SW, Aiken

GeorgeFuneralHomes.com

CLEANING
SERVICES

- Commercial, residential, condos,
apartments and more.
- Move-in/Move-out

Free Estimate: (803) 634-3121
(803) 634-3120

Millymaidsllc@gmail.com
Bonded | Insured | State Certified

Licensed | Family Operated

GO WHERE THE 
PROS GO!

Dr. E.J. Nwoga D.C.
Chiropractor

2400 Whiskey Rd. #2400 • Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 226-0231 • vageochiropracticsc.com

 Retirement Planning
 College Savings Plans
 Financial Planning

 Stephen Anaclerio
 Financial Advisor
 One 10th Street Suite 600
 Augusta, GA 30901
 803-642-7044
 Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com

 © 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
 CRC897562 06/14

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 9pm

2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken
803-648-0403

             (839) 204-0294

Assembly & Install of furniture, grills, sheds, Assembly & Install of furniture, grills, sheds, 
TV’s, electronics, shelving & storage, WI-FI, TV’s, electronics, shelving & storage, WI-FI, 
camera doorbells, play equipment, and almost camera doorbells, play equipment, and almost 
any indoor or outdoor home productany indoor or outdoor home product

www.qualityassemble.com •chris@qualityassemble.com

ParishionerParishioner

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

Kesha N. Starlings
Independent AVON Consultant

Beauty • Fashion • Fragrance • Skin Care

803-645-5730
Knstarlings@shopstarlingsavon.com

www.ShopStarlingsAvon.com

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
 
 3066 Whiskey Rd 
 Aiken, SC 29803
 Bus 803-648-2973 
 Fax 803-335-2273
 Cell 803-295-6894

 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com
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We are moving September 2021
Join us at our new location

1860 Richland Avenue
803-226-0495

10% OFF 
Lunch Ticket 

MON. - THURS. 
11am- 5pm 

with bulletin

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266
460 Silver Bluff Rd.

Steve Young
Owner • Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

BRADLEY PLUMBING
& HEATING, INC.
150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President FAX: 642-2963

EllEn E. MillEr llc
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

203 Laurens St.
Aiken, SC 29801
803.643.0173
By Appt. Only

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance
Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141
info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

 Cathy Brennan
 Vice President
 Cell: 803-439-1357
 E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801
Parishioner

Residential & Commercial Interior Design
AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
 SUSAN VICTOR  SUE SHANNON
 Co-Owner/Interior Designer Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

 Monday – Friday:
 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
  Aiken, SC
 803-648-6400
 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com
803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676

Call for an appointment
135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Surgical Associates
Wayne T. Frei, M.D., FACS
General and Laparoscopic Surgery

Diplomate, American Board of Surgery
410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310

Phone: 803.648.1318

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344
 THE HEARING CENTER

JERRY SHEETS, NBC-HIS
DISPENSER/DEALER - S.C. 398 - GA 648

104 Taylor St. • Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 648-7156 | www.thehearingcentersc.com

 An American Company with over 50 years
 of Service and 5 Locations to Serve You!

American. Hearing. Excellence.

Certified Public Accountant
Individual, Business, 

Retirement & Estate Planning
649-5555

403 Park Avenue S.W. • Aiken
Parishioner

MICHAEL J. COSTIGAN, Sr., 
CPA, LLC

Aiken’s newest senior living community
 Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,
 and love. Providing assisted living
 and memory care services.
 Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

3 bed/2.5 bath, 2600 sq. feet executive home
Perfect for wedding parties, families, golfers. equestrians

Managed by AikenToStay- Tiffany Baker 803-341-2957
www.airnbn.com/h.tallyhoaiken

SHORT TERM 
RENTAL

located downtown Aiken

 Nicholas Williams,
 Parishioner
 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

 C:803-292-2921
 O: (803) 648-7851
 www.searchaiken.com


